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SECOND EDITION.

Renounce the world, the preacher cries,

We do a multitude replies.

But one, as innocent regards

A fnug, and fricndly game at cards.
Another can, whate'er you fay,

Perceive no mifchief in a play.

Some love a concert, or a race,

And others, thooting, and the chafe.
Reviled, yet Joved ; renounced, yet followed,
‘Thus, bit by bit, the world is fivallowed.
Each thinks his neighbour makes too free;
Yet likes a flice as well as he.

CowrEnr,

LONDOWN:

Printedfor T.CapELL,jun.and W.Davigs,
in the Strand.
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ON THE

AMUSEMENTS

CLERGYMEN.

uEN Dr. Foftab Frampton's litra-
ry was_fold in London (in the year
1729 or 1730) bis divinity books were
claffed in feven lotss one of which was
purchafed by Dr. Edwards. The ca-
talogue of this lot mentioned a parcel of
MSS.  Among thefe the Dotor found
one in Dr. Frampton’s own band- writ-
ing, On the Amufements of Clergy-
men.  But the Dotlor being afraid of
giving offence by printing it, it lay in
bis fudy till his death. It has now,
" however, fallen. into bands, which are
lefs ferupulous ;. and the following exalt
copy of it is prefented to the Public.
B

13484
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September 23, 1686.

I svways thought it one of
the moft fortunate circumftances of
mylife (or rather the moft providen-
tial, as I ought to call it): that foon
after my leaving college, Fwas led by
various, and fingular accidents, to the-
curacy of Wroxal in Warwickfhire..
Here I met with ;nany, civilities from
the gentlemen of the country, parti-
cularly from Sir Roger Burgoin, who
wasequally diftinguifhed forhis piety,
and learning. At his houfe I fre-
quently faw that truly.venerable man,.
Dr. Edward Stillingfleet, afierwards
Bithop of Worcefter, but at that time
Dean: of Paul’s, He had been.
early conne¢ted with the Burgoin fa--

mily,-,
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mily, and ever preferved a-great in-
timacy with them; which. he com-
monly renewed, every year, by a vi=
{it of two or three weeks.

What Dr. Stillingficet faw in me,,

I know not: but I thought myfelf
very unworthy of the civilides he
thewed me. I was certainly, at that
time, a very incorret young man. -k
had entered into the miniftry with
litcle attention to the duties, I had
taken on me to difcharge. 1 loved
fociety, and was-fond of country di-
verfions: and :thougth was fond alfo-
of my boak, I ;vould atany ti‘me_ have
left it for a day’s diverfion ’Withv‘thQ
hounds—a ramble in tﬁe wood; with-
B2 my
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my gun—or a game of cards, and a
dance in the evening. Suchas I was
however Dr; Stillingfleet was particu-
larly obliging to me; and friendly
enough to give me a hint, now and
then, with regard to my eondud,
which, I hope 1 may with truth fay,
was not loft upon me.—An opportu-
nity however occurred, which ena-
bled me to receive more than cafual
advantage from his converfation.
During one of his annual vifits
to the Burgoin family, he was feized
with a violent fit of the gout, to which
his latter years were very fubjeét. It
happened at this critical time, thatSir
Roger Burgoin and. his lady were
called into Worcefterfhire to- attend

. their
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their mother, who lay at the point of
death: and as the Dean exprefled a
defire for my company, in their ab-
fence, I gave him as much of it, as I
could; following not more his de-
fire, than my own inclination. He
was at that time engaged in correét-
ing his Origines Sacr« * for a new edi-
tion; and had brought down with
him feveral Latin books to confult.
As I could read that language

* This very learned work was written,
when Stillingfléet was ‘under thirty yeai’s of
age. A flory is told, of his having been pot
to the bluth by bithop Sandesfon, his dioce-
fan; who fecing a young man at his vifital
tion, of the name of Stillingfleet, and not
knowing his perfon, alked him, whether hc
were related to the great Sullmgﬂcct, who

»

wrote the Or:gmu Sacre 200,05 P00
B 3 with

i
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with accuracy enough, I was of fome
little ufe to him. While I'read, he
noted with his pen the paffages he
wanted. The intervals .were filled

with converfation.

We were fitting together, one
day, after dinnér ; and the Dean lay-
ing up his feet on 2 euthion, and
being toléfably free from pain, began
to rally me a little on my attachment
to country diverfions—a fubjett he
had often before cafually introduced;
and on which he knew I had a weak
hdc. 1. had brought"him two young
partridges that day “for his dinner;
and he began by ekpreﬂ‘mg his obli-
gations to me for my attention to

% Sl
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him; and then afked me fome quef-
“tion, which led me to give him an
account of my day’s exploits, I did
not fee his drift; and in the fpirit of ,
a fportfinan, told him, that the late
rainy feafon had made game very
fcarce—that the two covies, from
~-which I had fhot the brace I had
brought to him, were. the only birds
I had feea the whole day, though I
had been out from five in the morn=~
ing till eleven at noon; and had

‘walked upwards of fifteen miles.

Well, faid the Dean, with an af-
-fected gravity of countenance, I only
withed to know the extent of my
obligation to you; and I find your
B 4 philan-



8 DIALOGUES ON THE

philanthropy has done more for me
in giving me fix hours of your time
toprocure meadelicacy, than Icould
have done (even were I as able to
walk as you are) for any man in
Chriftendom.

From being a little jocular, he
became, by degrees, ferious. T have
often thought, faid he, Mr. Framp-
ton, (and I know your candor will
excufe me) that the Clergy have ra-
ther injured the refpeability of
their charafters by mixing too much
with the amufements of laymen.
They not only get into a trifling
way of fpending their time; but by
making themfelves cheap, they di-

minith
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miniththe weightof theirinftrutions;
and often give a fort of fanction by
their prefence to gaieties, and impro;
prieties, which were better checked.
Itis a common fpeech in the mouths
of licentious people, that they muft
be right, becaufe they have gotten
the parfon along with them.—Indeed
a clergyman cannot be too cautious
with regard to his charader. . Itisa
matter of the greateft delicacy, and
eafily fullied. If he a& contrary
to it, he always has a confcioufnefs
about him, which makes him jealous
of every eye: and if he become
hardened, he isamong the moft con~
temptible of mankind. — Befides,
amifements in their own naturé, have

a won-
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a wonderful effet on manners. In
“young minds efpecially they foon
Fform habits: -and habits .as quickly
~form ‘charaGters®*. 1 could point
-out to you a young clergyman, -
whom I believe you muft have feen
“here, ashe is unhappily  related to
this worthy family, who came from
the univerfity every thing his friends
~could wifh: but wunhappily, being
placed nearfome of the joyous fra-
-ternity of the horn, he became in a-
little time a mere fox-hunter, and
-has nothing of the clergyman now
about him, but a dark-coloured-

- coat,

3* Habits are {oon affumed ; but when we ftrive
. To, ftrip them off, "tis being flayed alive,
LA, CoWPER,
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«coat, and hardly thit.—You will
-eafily, however, -underftand, that
when I reftri¢t the clergyman from
joining .too freely with the amufe-
.ments of the laity, ['am equally hutt
with every appearatice of haughti-
nefs, and morofenefs. -If the cha-
ratter of the clergyman is not
marked with modefty, and humility,
itis bereft of its. moft diftinguithed

graces.

Bu, faid 1, Sir, may not éxam-.
ple work the other way; and the pre-
fence of a grave clergyman be a

check upon licentioufnefs?

-Sometimes, replied the Dean, it

may:
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may: and when a clergyman mixes
in improper company with this view,
and is confcious of his own powers
of control, he imitates that bright
example, which forted with publicans
and finners. A very refpetable
clergyman, a friend of mine, hav-
ing heard that a favourite youth
had been decoyed by .bad com-
pany into a difreputable houfe,
went thither himfelf; and pretend-
ing bufinefs with the young man,
fat down on a flight invitation, among
a fet of debauchees, trufting his cha-
racter to its credit. He was a man
of fevere afpe&, firong fenfe, and
ready expreffion ; and therefore well
fitted for the office he undertook.

Awhile
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Awhile he o;erawcd,by the fudden-
nefs of his appearance, the vice and
folly he was mixed with. But welt
knowing, that in a little time the im®
preflion he made, would go off, -and
he might be liable to affronts; hie re-
tired, before the company could rally
their impudehce; and carriéd off
with him his young ‘friczn‘di who:
would frequently declare afterwards,
thathe believedthis very circum@ance
brought him more to recolle@ion,
than any event of his life; ‘and pér-
haps faved him from ruin.—But ow,
mydear Sir,thoughThave accommo-
dated your argument with an ‘exarn-
ple, I muft 2dd, that I think the ad-
commiodation gives it little fupport.

' 1 fear
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I fear the motive exemplified bere, -has
little weight in the common inter-
courfe of amufements. between the

clergy and laity.

. But may not this intercourfe, faid
1, Sir, though without any diref view -
of leading out of /mmediate mifechief;.
ftill have itsufe 2. Even the prefence
of a refpe&table clergyman, I fhould-
think; might often be a happy e-
© fraint.

Why, yes, anfwered the- Dean; but
then, my good friend, you will confi-
der, that a young clergyman-can rarely.
2& this part.  Years are neceffary to
give refpeQability to #his mode of in-

ftructive.-
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ftructive intercourfe. Natural talents
oo, which few people pofiefs, are ne-..
ceflary. A man of morofe character:
may perhaps be of fervice with his
pen in his clofet, or by-his difcourfes
in a pulpit; but; however pious, and
well-meaning,. he will. hardly be of
much ufe in any of the fecenes of
common: life.. If again, we avoid
morofenefs by affuming the colour of .
our company -(which- muft, in a de-

gree, always be done, when we wifh
" o reform in this way), I fear, in-
ftead of doing good to others, we
fhall only. injure ourfelves,.

But it is a difficult matter, faid 1,
Sir, efpecially for a young man, to.

preferve:
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preferve thofe exaét bounds of in.
tercourfe, which his charatter may
require.  When he enters firlt into
the world, and is taken notice of by
thofe, who are in a ftation above
him, it is hardly pofiible for him to
refift the importunities he meets with
to enter into various amufcments ;
to drink his glafs freely; or make
one in parties, which in fa perhaps:

he may not apptove.

No doubt, faid the Dean, it may
be difficult.  But do you believe,
that when God placed you in a ftate
of trial, he meant that you fhould
live without difficulties & The whole
of life is a confli& : and if we do not

begim
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Aegin early to brace on our moral
armour, and accuftom ourfelves to
it, when are we to enter the field?
—1 fhould hope it is for want of
confideration, more than any thing
elft, that{o many young clergymen
err in this matter. I could with
them to fix in their own minds cer-
tain bounds to their amufements,
and remember the poet’s caufion,

Quos ultra, citrague, nequit confifiere redum.

Aye, Sir, faid 1, thefe certi fines—
this narrow path between the citra,
-a_nd the ultray 1 have often in vain
endeavoured to purfue. . Andif you
can give me any inftruction to guide
my  footlteps better = through. the

c amufe-
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‘amufements of life, than they have
hithérto been conduéted, I thall kind-
ly receive them, and lay them up in
a grateful memory.

It is very probable, my dear Sir,
veplied the Dean, that my rules may
be ftriGter, than you would with to
comply with. I have thought often
on the fubje& lately for the fake of
a young clergyman, in whofe well-
doing I was much interefted : but I
had not all the fuccefs I hoped for.

1 affured the Dean, 1 thould endea-
vour to be a more obfervant difciple.
I did indeed fpend too much of my
time, I feared, in amufements of va-

rious
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rious kinds ; but I was hopeful, that
my errors proceeded more from in-
attention (the apology he was pleaf-
-ed to furnith) than from any bad dif-

jpofition.

The good Déan was pleafed to fay,
he believed me; and added fome
other friendly expreffions, which not
being to our prefent purpofe, I omit.
He then afked me; what was my idea
of an amufement; or how I fhould
define it ?

This was a puzzling queftion fo
one, “who had trefpaffed fo much on
+this head; and who having never
:thought much on the fubje&, feldom

(s had



.

20 DIALOGUES ON THE

hadany end, but barely to pleafc"him-
felf. I could have given him a defi-
nition of amufement ; but I was afraid
of bringing my own pratice tco

. much within its cenfure. To gain
therefore a little time for refletion, I
afked, Whether he meant amufement
in general, or confined the queftion to
the amzy’m:eﬁt: of clergymen.?

y & ;

‘Why, truly, faid the Dean, the
.amufersents of all people require re-
gulation enough. But my queftion, ‘
at prefent, relates only to the amufe-
ments.of the clergy.

I anfwered, that 1 thought Zedily
exercife was one end; and as to the

amufement
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- amufement of the mind; I thought its
only end“was to relax, and fit it the

better for ﬁudy'.

Your definition, faid the Dean, is
fo far good : but it does not go far
enough. It confiders only the pur-
pofe of amufement: whereas it
fhould alfo take in the guality.  You
will allow, I fuppofe, that the clerical
amuferment fhould be fuited to the cle-
rical profeffion

I allowed it certainly.

Well, then, faid the Dean, we'
have now, I think; obtained a’full
definition of lerical amufement... Tt

c3 thould:
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thould intend the exercife of the body,
and the recreation of the mind; butit
thould alfo be jfuited to the genius of
the profeffion.  As the firft member
however of this definition relates
to amufement in general ; and
applies as well ad populum, as ad
elerum, we will, if you pleafe, pafs
it over at'prefent. If we can efta-
blith the fecond part, I hope there
will be no great danger of miftaking
the firft. 1 fhall only therefore en-
deavour to thew Yyou, that all clerical
amufements fhould be fuited to the
clerical profeffion.—Now, in order to
throw the beft light on this fubje&, I
thould wifh to confider amufements
under the three heads of rietons and

cruel
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cruel—of trifling and feducing—and
lattly, of iunosent and infiruiive: for
I think it very poffible, that anamufe-
ment may be characterized with both
thefe latter epithets, though either
may be fufficient. Are thefe heads,
added he, comprehenfive enough
to include all kinds of amufement?
Or do you recollet any other?

1 thought them fufficiently com-

prehenfive,

Well, then, faid the Dean, we will
begin with fuch amufements as are
riotousyand cruel: and among thefe I
thould be inclined to aflign the firft
sank to bupiing. Itis anunfeeling

e 4 CXCL~-



24 DIALOGUES ON THE

exercife, derived from our favage an-
ceftors, who hunted at firlt for food,
and configned the barbarous practice
to their pofterity for pafime. Tts
giving birth to foreft laws, and game
laws-~its injuring corn-lands, and
deftroying fences—its fetting fquires,
and their tenants; gentlemen, and
their neighbours, at variance—its
confuming the forage of a country in
breeding deftruétive, or ufelefs ani-
mals in the room of fuch as are really
ufeful —the riotous uproar of the
chafe, fo oppofite to the mild fe-
renity, which fhould chara&erize
the clergyman—and the noify, in-
temperate evening, to which it eften

leads; add fuch an accumulation of

mifchief
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mifchief to hunting, that I thould be
forry any ‘clergyman fhould give
his countenance to it.—To this we
may add the cruelty exerciféd both
on_ the animals, that purfue, and
the anihxals, that are purfued—the
horfe puthed to the laft extremity—
the hound trained to the chafe with
favage barbarity *~and the wretched
fugirive agonizing in the extremity
of diftrefs.

But there is ftill a greater mifchief,
which often attends thefe riotous
amufements. When the fquire hunts
with his neighbours, he introduces no

more

At his foot
The fpaniel dying for fome venial fault,
Under diffe€tion of the knotted feourge.

CowPER,
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more corrupnon into the parith than
he found. But I have fometinies
known annual bunts eftablithed in
{porting countries, which draw toge-
ther hundreds of profligate people
from different parts, who call them-
felves gentlemeny but are really peffs of
the neighbourhood, to which they re-
fort; introeducing new vices into the
villages, and every kind of debauch-
ery. Their fervants, who are com-
monly of the fame ftamp, fpread the
corruption among the peafants, and
fervant-girls, which their mafters
fpread among the farmer’s fons, and
daughters.—The clergyman, who

mixes in fuch fcénes, is far out of
fight
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fight of the bare decency of his pro-
feflion. .

But pray, Sir, faid I,méy not fome
little plea be offered in favour of
hunting ? Is it not a manly exercife?
Does it not furnifh our tables with
food ; and rid the country of nosious
animals ? ’ 1

I befeech you, replied the Dean,
do not call in argument to defend a
paftime, which has no alliance with
reafon. Call it a wild paffion—a
brutal propenfity—or any thing that
indicates its natyre. But to give it
any conne&tion with reafon, is mak-
ing a union between black and

vrhite,—
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white,— But it is manly forfooth to
hunt.  Manlinefs, 1 fhould fuppofe,
implies fome mode of action, that
becomes @ man. Hunting might for-
‘merly; for aught I know, have been
a manly exercife, when the country
was overrun with boars, and Wolvcs,
and.it was a public fervice to extir-
pate them. But to honour with the
name of manlinefs, the cruel praétice
of purfuing timid animals to put
them to death merely for amufement,
is; in my opinion, perverting the
meaning of words. There are many
ways furely of ufing manly exercifey
at leaft as healthful—and far more
innocent,and lefs expenfive, and dan~
gerous, than galloping ovér’he-‘dgcs;

gates,
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‘gates, and ditches.  1f the manling/s
of the a&ion lie in the rifk you run
of breaking your .neck, for 70 end,
it would ftill be greater manlinefs to
jump down a precipice.—The fox- .
hunter, I doubt not, would ridicule
the man, who runs about with a
hand-net, hunting a butterfly : but
I proteft, I fee not for what reafon.
The exercife of the butterfly-hunter
is as good ; and the pleafure of the
chafe is, to him at leaft, equal.—
But you alledge, that hunting fup-
plies-the table with food. I dare
fay, Sir Roger’s game-keeper will.
tell you, he could fupply it better in
twenty other ways. I have certain-
-ly no objection to take the lives of

animals
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animals for food; and grant, that if
they were fuffered to multiply, they
would become noxious. What I
mean is, that I cannot allow turning
the deftrution of them into an amufe-
ment=and leaft of all into a clerical
amufement.~I knew a gentleman,
-who took great delight in knocking
.down an ox; which he performed
with much dexterity: and it was his
common amufement to go among the
butchers en a flaughtering-day, and
give two or three of them a fhilling
a-piece, to let him be their fubfti-
tate in that operation. You call
fuch 2 man a brute: and he furely
was one. But you would find it diffi-
«cult to thew, that the ¢ircumftance of

riding
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riding on a horfe, andbawling after
a pack of dogs, makes the amufe-
ment lefs brutal,

Surely, faid1, Sir, there isa differ-
-ence between the pleafure of a pur-
fuit; and a pleafure, which confifts
merely in the a&t of infli¢ting death?

Why, yes, anfwered the Dean,
there is a difference; but I know not,
-on which fide of it the advantage lies.
If hunting b.cra more genieel {pecies
of butchery, it is certainly a more
cruelone.  The ox receives its death
by an inftant ftroke; whereas the hare
is firft thrown into convulfions of
terror, for four or five hours toge-

3 ther;
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ther; and then- feized, in the niid&
of its agony, and torn piece-meal by
a pack of ravenousblood-hounds *.—
As to your laft argument, that hunt-
ing rids the.country ‘of noxious ani-
mals, I apprehend you are miftaken
in the fa&. I rather think it tends to
-replenifh the country with them, As

one

®—i . Detefted fport,  *
‘That owes its pleafure to another’s pain!
That feeds upon the fobs, and dymg fhrieks
Of harmlefs nature!

CowPER,

‘The favage foul of game is up at once:

The pack full opening, various : the fhrill horn

Refoending from the hills: the neighing freed,

Wild for the chace; and the loud hunter’s

¢ fhout 3

Q’er 2 weak, harmlefs, flying creatare, all |

Mixed in mad tumult, and difcordant joy.
Taomrsoy,
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one inftance atleaft I can teftify, that I
offended -a whole club of fporting
neighbouts, in a manner thar was
hardly ever to be gotten over, by
giving a man half-a-crown for
killing a fox, which had thinhed my
poultry-yard. And I dare fay,
there is not a hunting fquire in the
country, who would not, at any
time, - fuffer a dozen of his tenant’s
lambs to be worried, to fave half the
number of foxes’ cubs.  Nay, I have
often known covers of confiderable
extent; left purpofelyin fields, or per-
haps planted; merely to decoy foxes
into a neighbourhood by providing a
proper fhelter for them.—But you
have provoked me to fay all this, by
aiming to eftablith an alliance be-

") tween
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tween  hunting and racionality. 1
intended not to difturb the {quire
either in his riotous day, or his roar-
ing night. I confider bis malady, as
a furgeon does a mortification,
which has feized the vitals—beyond
all hope of recovery*®*. What I
mean, is only to admonifh the
clergyman not to follow his ex-
ample.

It is but juft however to fay, that
examples to warn him might alfo be
found in our own profeffion. 1 re-
member a clergyman in a neighbour-

hood, where I once lived, who had

two

* For tho’ the fox he follows, may be tamed,
The.man fox-follower never is-reclaimed.

CowrEr.
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two benefices; but he fpent little time
at either of them, becaufe neither
Happened to bein a fporting country.
The hunting-feafon he always fpent
nearafquire inthe parifh nextto mine,
whofe difciplined pack was famous.
With this gentleman, and his hounds,
he Tived on terms of the greateft inti-
macy, Indeed both the {quire and
his degs looked up to };im, as their
ableft leader. Though he was a mi-
ferable preacher, he was uncommonly
mufical inthe field; and could cheer,
and animate his fonorous friends with
an eloquence beyond the huntfman
him{lf, whofe afiociate healways was, '
and whofe place, on any emergency,
he could amply fupply. He was

: D2 much
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much readier at finding a hare, than
a text of Scripture; and though he
was fearce acquainted with the face of
one of his parifhioners, he knew ex-
actly the charaer of every hound in
the fquire’s pack ; and could run over
their names with much greater readi-
nefs, than thofe of the twelve apo-
files*. Hehadat length the misfor-
tune to break his neck at the end of
a fox chafe; but not till he had firft

broken

* Oh laugh, or movrn with me, the rueful jeft,

A caffock’d huptfman le——

He takes the ficld, the mafter of the pack,

Cries, Well done, Saint—and claps him on the

back.

1Is this the path of fan&ity ? Is this

Yo fland a way-mark in the road to blifs ?
Cowrpker.
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broken the heart of 2 very amiable
woman, who had unhappily conneét-
ed herfelf with hin,

Such a clergyman, faid 1, is hardly
to bé paralleled in a century.  Butin
an inferior degree, I feat, there are
many of our brethren, who allow
themfelves great indulgence. I re-
member a hunting-clergyman, who
received a very proper rebuke from
one of his brethren; and which I
have reafon to believe was of fervice
to him, as long as he lived. He had
been lamenting his unfortunate lot,
in being ftationed in a country where .
there was“no hunting. The other
looking him full in the face, faid, with

LR R great
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great gravity of countenance, ard in:
a deliberate tone of voice; € At th_e

great day of accounts, the queftion.
will not be, where have you lived;

but bow have you lived ”—All this

however is carrying amufement to

excefs, But fuppofe, Sir, when you

are riding out, you happen to hear the
hounds, is there any harm merely in-
taking a little exercife with themy if
you do not join in the riot of the

chafe?

I hate, faid the Dean, to fee 2 man
do any thing by halves. Is it right,
‘or isit wrong? If it be right, do it
boldly. If it be wrong, furn your
horfe another way, and take your ex-

ercife
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ercife in a contrary dire&ion. Never
go to the edge of a precipice.
You can hardly help going a little
farther than you intended. I re-
member a clergyman, who was
not remarkable for negleting, at
leaft the outward part of his duty;
but once unhappily forgot it through
- his Jove for hunting. He was eager-
ly engaged in a fox-chafe, when the
fox took to earth, as they call it: on
which he cried out, ¢ Gentlemen, I
« muft leave you: This puts me in
¢ mind, that I have a corpfe to bury
« at four o’clock this evening; and I
« fear I fhall be an hour too late.”—
Befides, continued the Dean, ybu
cannot well avoid, in this field of riot,
D 4 at.
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at leaft if yon are often feen in it,
making anacquaintance with feveral,
to whom, for yaur character’s fake,
you would not with to be knawn.—
But indeed, as 1 obferved, to mix,
in any degree, in thefe fcenes of
cruelty, and riotous exultation, is un-
becoming the clerical profeffion.—
And (to clofe_my argument with
feripture) I fhould wifh you to
confider, that as many good people,
aswell as 1, difapprove a clergyman’s
mixing in thefe riotous amufements,
{o of courfe it will give offence to all
thefe good people.. No man there-
fore, who has the honour of his pro-
feflion at heart, would give offence,
where the matter in queftion is of fo

* little
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lile confequence as a mere amufe-
ment. Let him confider how ftriét
St. Paul was in matters of this kind.
St. Paul’s example is certainly not
very fathionable ; but with a clergy-
man, I fhould hope it might have
fome weight. He gives us many
hints, which come home to the point
we are now difcufling. Hunting was
out of the queftion. He would not
certainly have permitted Timothy or
Titus to huat, if they had b;en fo.
difpofed. But he forbids us to give
offence in matters, that are of much
more concern than mere amufement.
If meat, fays he, make my brother to
offend, I will eat no flefbr while the

4 world
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world fandeth, left I make my brother
to offend,

If you will give me leave, faid I,
Sir, I will juft mention one argu-
ment more. As the hound is en-
dowed with the fagacity of following
its game, it feems as if Providence

had intended it for hunting.

Aye, faid the Dean, that is true:
and in the fame way Providence en-
courages horfle-racing, by making
horfes fwift; and cock-fighting, by
making cocks courageous.— My
dear Mr. Frampton, I tope yon are
a better naturalift, than to pay any
attention to thefe flimfy apologies.

God
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God Almighty has given various in-
ftin&s to his creatures—all of them
for wife purpofes, though.fome of
them are beyond our comprehenfion.
That thirft of bloed in the rapacious
"kind feems intended to preferve an
equilibrium among animals: and as
they all owe a death to nature, it-is
of little confequence whether the de-
fencelefs tribe die in a natural way,
or by the jaws of a tiger.—Among
the favage kind is the dog. We
reclaim him from the foreft, and a
ufeful fervant he 1s. He guards
our houfes—he prote@s our cattle —
he affifts us in deftroying noxious.
animals. He was formerly of great
ufe in procuring food fer our ancef-

tors;
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tors; and I know no objeéion to
his ftill taking wild animals for our
food, if they can be taken in no
eafier way. But if we make his
traltable difpofition an excufe for
our own cruelty, and fanguinary
amufements, we furely ufe him in a
way which God Almighty never in-
tended. g

T told the good Dean, he had
filenced me. I was afraid my par-
tiality for the diverfion, had been
founded rather on inclination than
argument. But nobody again, T
hoped thould ever take qﬁ'fnce at my
ﬂ)llowmg a' pack of hounds.—But
pray, faid I, 8ir, do you allow fhoot-

ing?
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ing ? It is a much lefs riotous amufe-
ment; nay, it may even be a folitary

one.

To {peak plainly, replied the Dean,
I cordially allow no amufement to a
clergyman that has any thing to do
with fbedding biood.—Befides, I think
a peculiar éruclt}; attends this diver-
fion. You may wound, and maim,
aswellaskill. My bearz, I am fure,
would be ftrongly affe@ted—indeed,
even my confeience—if I fhould make
a poor animal miferable all the days
of its life, for the fake of giving my-
felf a momentary amufement.—It
was but the laft autumn, when riding
down alane, I faw two poor miferable

partridges



.
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partridges—both bleeding, and one
trailing a thattered leg after it—flut-
tering, and running before me. Poor
wretches, faid I, I with the perfon,
who putyouinto this miferable fitua-
tion, may never feel the diftrefs he
has occafioned! I then ordered my
fervant to difmount, and run after
them. - The lame one he caught;
theother crawled into a hedge, where
it probably lingered out its miferable

life a few days longer.

But the expert markfman, I told
the Dean, never fhoots among a co-
vey, but takes his aim at a fingle
bird.

And
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And are all fhooters, faid he, ex-
pert markfmen 2 And does the expert
markiman himfelf never maim the
bird he aims at, or the bird that is
nearit? Often, no doubt, he maims
both.—To repel the attack of a
bird, or beaft of prey, 1 have cer-
tainly no objeétion; nor to take the
life of ananimal for food: though I
fhould not wifh to make a clergyman
the butcher, whether an ox or a par-
tridge is to be flaughtered. But to
take the life of an animal, except in
ane or the other of thefe cafes, I hold
to be abfolutely immoral. And I
think equally fo to.run the rifk .of
maiming it, and making it miferable
for life. The moft humane way

thereore
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therefore of taking birds is with &
net, which allows you to difcharge
fuch as you wifb, and put to a
fpeedy death thofe you take for
food.

“But to take birds in a net; faid [,
Sir, isnotatallin the fpirit of fportf-
men.—Befides, there are fome fpe-
cies of game, as pheafants partici.
larly, which cannot be taken in

nets.

Do not tell me, replied the Dean,
of the fpirit of fportfinen. Though the
ties of humanity, no doubt, equally
bind thent; yet to fuch: hopelefs -
hearers T fiould no more atteimpt to

preach,
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preach, than I fhould to their fpa-
niels.—Nor do I pretend to know,
what kind of game may be takeh
in one way, and what in another:
though, T have no doubt, my friend
Robert* could inform me, hol
pheafants might be taken ‘without
thooting them. But what T ‘labour
at chiefly is to convince fuch fober~
minded clergymen,as I conceive you
to be, that every fpecies of bloody,
and cruel amufement is unfuitable to
the genius, and temper of a Chriftian
divine; and enters more by habit
into a character, than is commonfy
fuppofcd It is under the idea of

tamung

i * Sir Roger’s game-keeper.

E
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tainting a character with profeflionat
habits, that the butcher is prohibited
from ferving on a jury.

For myfelf, Sir, I replied, I am
only athamed, that from the diGtates
of my own reafon I have not fooner
.acknowledged the truths you fet be-
fore me. 1 always bad my doubts:
,bur not fuppofing amufements of this
kind to be_fizful, and not conceiving
them to be impraper, from the eager-
nefs, with which numbers of my elder
brethren purfue them, I ftifled my
own fuggeftions. Butin my prefent
&’cntimén_ts I believe I fhall pever fire
2 gun again for my diverfion, at any

Te

A3
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To affift your good refolutions,
faid the Dean, I can fuggeft two, or
three other confiderations, which are
worth the attention of a clesgyman.
He can fearce be fettled in any place,
in which he will pot find the fquire
of his parith attached violently to his
game; and jealous of every nwn,
‘wha interferes with bim in this great
point. He s efpecially jealoys of

‘the clergyman, whem he confiders
as an iaterloper. I have known
‘many clergymea get into fily
-fguabbles 6n this fcore; and .bj
making themfelves obnoxious to
:the fquire, render themfelves much
lefs able to be of fervice in

BIa e their

e
-
y
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their parifhes. On many occa-
fions the fquire’s countenance may
be of great ufe to'the clergyman in
managing his parochial affairs: and
it is highly imprudent to lofe his
affiftance for a trifle.

1 once, faid 1, experienced this in-
convenience myfelf. But I had the
difcretion, when I found I had raifed
a jealoufy, immediately to defift. At
prefent, 1 have free permifiion from
Sir” Roger, and two or three other
gentlemen of the country, to 'range
their domains, when I pleafe:’ ' So
that I lay down my arms in the ple-
nitude of my power.

1 fhould
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I thould with ftill farther to fuggeft
to you, continued the Dean, that if
any mifchance, in thefe violent exer-
cifes, fhould happen to a clergyman,
it tells much worfe, than when it
happens to another perfon. -How
oddly would it found, if the parifh
were told, on a Sunday, there could
be no fervice, becaufe the parfon
had put out his fhoulder, the day
before, at a fox-chafe? Ifa clergy-
man lofe a hand, or aneye infhooting, .
zis is fometimes the cafe, I have ge-
-nerally found the commiferation of
people, mixed. with a certain degree
of contempt. If he had been about
his bufinefs, they would fay,‘it would
not have happcned.;Thc commif-

E 3 fion
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fioti alfo of an accidental mifchief, in
thefe uficlerical amufemeénts, will
always be miore diftreffing, at leaft it
ought, to 4 clersyman, than to 2
Hiyran,—Poor Atchbiftiop Abbot
was' a melancholy inftance. He
was e€xémplary in many  poirits; but
wnhiappily indulged hiffelf in the
dinifement of fhooting; and as he
was taking this ‘exercife'ina park
bélohging to Lotd ZsuchIn Hamp-
fhire, he had the ‘misfortune to fhoot
onle of the ‘ki?e'p'e'rsl § Af'ter’ ‘this event,
hie never recovered His chéerfuinefs
and 'party rusining’ h\gh, it vavc his
enemies a great handle a&amﬁ him.
It was brdught as a queftion, whether
hé could ever agam oﬁicxate s an

arch-
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archbifhop. After a long inquiry, it
was determined, that he muft be de-
graded, but that the king might again
teftore him; which was accordingly
done.—T could point éut a prelate of
thefe days *, who, though otherwife
a very refpectable man, does his cha-
raéter no fervice by being a fportfs
man. Formeily he kept a pack of
bounds; but has had the decency,.
fince he obtained a. mitrc; to difmifs
them: He is ftill however his own.
garne-keeper ;. and is fo expert, that
he wants no aflitance in furnithing:
his table with every article of game;
Archbifhop Abbot’s misfortunc’ res

minds

—
1

® About the beginning of _]ax?fes 1 38
E 4
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minds me of a fimilar accident, of
which this prelate had nearly been
the occafion. A young lady, who
lived near him, was riding quietly
along a clofe lane, when a gun went
off, on the other fide of the hedge,
clofe to her horfe’s ear.  The beaft
took fright —ftarted violently afide—
and threw her; though providential-
ly the was not hurt.  While her fer-
vant was following her horfe, the
walked gently up the lane; and
coming to an opening in the hedge,
the bifhop, in all his fhooting ac-
coutrements, prefented himfelf. . He
made hisapology, and hoped fhe was
not hurt. She thanked him for his
kind enquxry but faid, fhe fhould

have
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have been better pleafed, if it had
been needlefs.

I told the Dean, 1 remerr;nbc.;jgzd
fomething of the ftory, about, two

years ago, in the public prints.

Yes, faid the Dean, the was an arg:h
girl, and inferted it in 2 very lydi-
crous manner ; making a iaughablc
contraft betweenthe bithop’s fporting
attire, and his lawn fleeves, and other
epifcopal habiliments *. b

Well,

* Dr. Johnfon’s profound reverence for
the hierarchy made him expeét from bifhops
the higheft degree of decorum. There are
gradations, he faid, in conduét: there is mo-
rality—decency—propriety. None of thefe

_fhould
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Well, Sir, faid I, T hope thefe ex-
amples will prove fufficient cautions.
to

fhould be violated by a bifhop. When a
bifhop placés himfelf in a ficaation, where he
has no diftin& chara&er, and is of no confe-
quence;‘he degrades the dignity of his order,
Nor was it only in the dignitaries of the
church that Dr. Johnfon required a particular
decorum, and delicacy of behaviour; hejufily
confidered, that the clergy, as perfons fet
apart for the {acred officé of ferving at the
altar, and imprefling the minds of men with
the awelul concerns of a future ftate, fhould:
be fomewhat more ferious than the generality.
of mankind ; and have a fuitable compofure
of manners. . A duae fenfe of the dignity of
their profeffion, independent of higher mo-
tives, will ever prevent them from lofing
their diftin&ion in an indifcriminate fociality :-
and did fuch as affe& this, know how much.
it leffens them in the eyes of thofe, who they.
thitik to pleafe by it, they would feel them-
felves much mortified.

Bofawell's Life of Fobnfon, vola iii, p. 32.
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to me, though I am {orty to receive
them from fuch exalted characters.—'
Efhould with you however to believe,
that | am an enemy to eruelty i all
fhapes; and do not rémeriiber, that
I ever wantonly ook the life of the
rhearieft reptile. :

We certainly, faid the Dean, havc“
no right. 'When a fpider takes pof*'
feffion of my houfe; or a fnaif of mj
crarden,l make no feruple to deftroy-
them. They are invaders. = But 1fj
¥ meet with cither of them'in the
fields, 1 thould think myfelf the in+
vader, if 1 difturbed them. If
wolf attempt to feize a lamb, which
is my property, and under my pfo—'.

. - teftion,
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tection,. I think his life fhould pay
. the forfeit. But if he can feize an.
antelope, or any other wild animal,
with which I have no concern, I
have no authority to interfere. He
has the fame deed of gift to alledge
for feizing the antelope, which I
have for the beef or mutton I buy in
the market. And yet I know not,
whether 1 fhould not put him  to.
death, wherever I found him, as a
proferibed villain; as always a&ing_
under at leaft a tacit declaration of
war againft me. If I were not well
affured, he would attack me,or mine,
whenever he could, I am perfuaded,
1 fhould never moleft him,—Man
regulates his actions towards his fel-

low-
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low-men, by laws and cuffoms.  But
certainly there are laws alfo to be
obferved between man and beaft,
" which are equally coercive, though
the injured party has no power of
appeal. . Fasdie wd ekl 2.1
1 fully accede, faid I, Sir, to your
code of criminal law between man,
and beaft. Itis certainly power, not -
right, that we appeal to, in wantonly
difpofing of the lives of animals.
And what farprifes me the more, is,
we often’{ee this wanton breach of
naturallaw in'men of humanity. An
acquaintance of mine, who is as rea-
dy as any man to do a good-matured
adtion, will ftand whole mornings by

the
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the fide of a bridge, fhooting fwal-
lows, as they thread the arch, and flit
paft him. He is however no clergy-
sman.

Let him be what he will, faid the
Dean, his profeflion has been mif~
taken, and he ought to have been
bred 2 butcher. I can have no con-
-geption of thehumanity of a man,
who can fisd his amufement in de-
ftroying the happinefs of 2 number of
lietle innocent creatures, fporting
-zhemieives, during their fhort fum-
mer, in fkimming about the air;
and without daing injury ofany kind,
purfuing only their own little happy-

«excyrfions, and .catching: the food,
1 which
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which Providence has allotted them.
But I haye feen inftances enough: of
this kind of cruelty to remoye all
furprife. More offence from fuch
defpetifm I never remember to have
taken, than, about five or fix years
ago, in a little voyage 1 made into
the Irifh fea. . ‘A nephew of mine,
the captain of a cruizer, whom you
may -remember to have feen here
laft famaner, was then lying at Mil-
ford-haven ; .and, -being about o
take the voyage I have mentioned,
was defiratis go.ca;ry'me‘witﬁ him, as
1 had expreffed an-inclination to fe¢
+the wianderfol rocky barrier;’ which
naturethdd formed againft the ocean,
alopg many of the coafts of Wales.’
¢ MW ; As
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As we drew near a promontory,
where the rocks were lofty, we
found them inhabited by thoufands
of fea-fowl of different kinds, which
at that feafon frequent them. I
was greatly amuifed with feeing
the variety of their bufy aions,
and different modes of flight; and
with hearing the harfh notes of
each, when fingle; and their varied
tones; changed into a fort of wild
harmony, by the clangor of all toge-
ther. * One fhould have thought a
cofony, like this, might have been
fafe from all annoy.  They are ufe-
lefs when dead—and harmlefs when
alive—We faw however, as we pro-
ceeded, two or three boats anchoring

at
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:at different diftances, in which were
certain f@wgé}——-l can call them by
no other name—diverting themfelves
with fhooting at thefe poor birds, as
they flew from their nefts, or returned
to them with food from the fea; de- -
firoying rot oanly the parent-birds,
but leaving the Lelplefs progeny to
clamour 1n vain for food, and die of
hunger. This mode of .taking life
for no end, is a fpecies of cruelty,
which I fhould wilh to brand with
the fevereft name; and fhould almoft
deteft a clergyman, who fhould find

his amufement in it. )

I mutt allow, faid I, Sir, that what
you have faid againft hunting, and
¥ fhooting,
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fhooting, hath entirely convinced me
of the impropriety of both, as cleri-
cal amufements.—You have faid
,nothing however againft fithing. Do
you allow me to fuppofe, this amufe:
ment to be aclerical one? Itis filent,
quiet, and may be contemplative.

I am afraid, replied the Dean, T
thall be thought too rigid if T abridge
a clergyman of this amufement:
and yet '] cannot bring myfelf to
allow him any amufement, which
arifes. from defivoying life.  'To fifha
ing is annexed a peculiar cruelty.
An impaled worm writhing vpon 2
hook; or the convulfions of a fith
under the operation of having 2

» .barbed



AMUSEMENTS OF CLERGYMEN., 67

‘barbed hook extralted from its
bowels; are ideas which greatly hurt
my feelings. Catch your fith with

-a net, and you have my free leave.

Buz, faid I, Sir, the trout, and 1
believe other fith, inhabit fuch little
«rapid rivulets, as are acceflible mﬂy
.to a ﬁy Nets are accommodated
:chiefly to large rivers; and they re-
quirc a boat, and other apparatus,
which a clergyman cannot always
.command. Befides, the ufe of nets
« :is commenly forbidden as too de-
:ftrutive, But the angling rod is gé-
nerally allowed, and eafily procured:
and many a clergyman, who .]ives.
‘near 2 trout-flream, may find it con-

F2 venient
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venient to bring a difh of fith, which
cofts him nothing, now and then, to

‘his family.

‘There is fome force, no doubt,
anfwered the Dean, in what you fay:
and if the fith can be caught in no
other manner, I know not how to
obje&t. Only ftill,-if I were the
clergyman, I fhould leave other peo-
ple to catch them.

But, faid 1, Sir, many of our great
churchmen have indulged themfelves-
in this amufement.  That {kilful ca-
fuift, and able divine, Dr. Donne, I
have heard, was once an able a{x-
gler; your worthy predecefior, Dr.

§ Nowel,
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Nowel, was likewife a great profi-
cient in angling.  Our prefent wor-
thy primate * alfo I have been told,
was inferior to neither of them in
his love for angling. And good
Mr. Walton 1, whofe lives I have
heard you fpeak of as medels of
eafy writing and good fenfe, wrote
a book (though it never perhaps
caught your attention) intitled, The
Compleat ngler 5 ory, The Conternpla-
tive Man’s Recreation.

Indeed,

* Archbifhop Sheldon.

4 Ifaac Walton, a Flamburgh-merchant,
who retired from bafinels in the latter part
of his life; and was much efteemed by all the
fcholars of his time. At this period, he had
written feverallives; to which he afterwards
added the life of Bithop Sanderfon.

F 3
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; fndeed, faid the Dean, you have
d;awn up againft me 2 very férmi:,
dable body of evidence: but will
you give me leave to challenge
them ? Donne, you know, was ef-
teemed in the early part of his life,
an incorreit man: and I fuppofe you
are not much acquainted with his
opinion on this fubje&, after he be-
came a pious divine. For my pre-
deceffor, Dean Nowel, I have a
high reverence; and I have heard,
as you have, that he was an able an-
gler. But I have heard alfo, that he
-made it a rule to give all his fith to
the poor; which looks as if the good
man was not quite eafy in his bufi-
nefs; but thought fome kind of ex-

piation
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piation neceffary. As to our wor-
thy pi'imate,I have eaten fith with
him many times at his own table,
and the tables of our common
friends ; and I never heard a fyllable
faid, either by himrelf; or others,
alluding to his fkill in angling; fo
that I fuppofe that fkill, whatever it
was, has been long ago forgotten
among the inaccuracies of his youth.
After all, however, I cannot allow
the example of any man living to be
a teft of right and wrong. It is not
the example which makes the action
good ; but the goodnefs of the attion
which gives force to the example.
If you could affure me, that Dean
Nowel, or Dr, Donne (who was ftill

F 4 an
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an acuter man) had ever confidered’

the art of angling with any attention

in a moral light, their opinicis at leaft

nﬁght have had fome weight; but

when we confider them as addicted

only to a favourite amufement (and.

we all know the force of prejudice

in fuch. cafes) their example appears

to me of little value.—As to my

friend Walton (whom I much ef-
teem) though I allow him to be a.

pleafing writer, I doubt whether he

is a deep reafoner. How angling

can be called the contemplative Man's

~Recreation, I cannot fee. That the
contemplative man may lay his an-

gling rod on the bank, and take out

his book, or meditate on a fubject, I

cam:
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can eafily conceive. But what has
that to do with angling? While he
is following his profefiion, andattend-
ing to the frifking of his fly, I thould
not give much for the produce of
his contemplation..

Well, Sir, faid I, if human exam-
ples have no weight with you, let
me urge you with feriptural autho-
ritcy. Many of "the apoftles were.
fithermen; .and our Saviour him-
felf bids Peter caft bis book into the:
fea.

Why yes, anfwered the Dean; but

I doubt whether you will get more
from thefe authorities, than from.
the
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the other. Fifhing, you know,
was the occupation of feveral of the
apoftles: they fithed with nets for a
livelibood: and St. Peter, you will.
remember, did not caf? his hook into
the fea for his amufement. However,.
you find I am not very rigid on this
head.—To be ingenuous with you,.
I am withheld from faying all I could
with to fay on this fubje&, by a fort
of pious prejudice. My father was
one of the moft benevolent of men; -
and one of the moft fkilful of anglers. -
Nobody dreffed a fly more naturally.
Many a time, when I was a boy,
have I beea delighted with looking
into his fithing apparatus; and feeing
his different flies--fome plain, and.
grey-
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grey-coated — fome  fhining with
glofly green—and others brilliant
with fpots of burnithed gold—yet all
fo natural, that I think they might
have impofed on the moft expe-
rienced fith. Each of thefe he ufed-
in its proper feafon; and could
make it fritk on' the furface of the
water, with the very a&ion of life..
All the rivers of the country, and.
their chara®ers, he well knew; and”
would fometimes ride a dozen miles
for a good day’s fithing.—In refpect
to the memory of this excellent per-
{fon (who was as good a man as any
you have mentioned, and felt for every
creature alive except a fith) T would"
not be too harth in my cenfure of

this
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this amufement. I cannot however,
all prejudice apart, forbear faying,
that, in general, we have no right to
take the lives of animals except for
food, or to get rid of a nuifance—and
that when we are obliged to take life,
we fhould always take it in the eafieft
manner, and never as an amufement.
All this appears to me fo much the
di&tate of nature, and truth, that no
man can controvert it in reafon,
whatever he may do % pratice. But
the clergyman is under the fill
ftricter tes of decency, and refpect
to his charaéter.

But have not you, faid I, Sir, con-
-fined within too ftri& a limit the
power
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power of man over the lives of ani-
mals ? Are there not other reafons,
befides obtaining food, and the re-
moval of a nuifance, which may make
the exercife of that power lawful ?
May we not take the whale for his

oil, and the beaver for his fur ?

I allow it; faid the Dean.” Where
the ufes of min prepondérate, his
right over the animal feems juft. But
perhaps greater liberty may be com-
monly taken in this matter, than my
code will allow. If the ufe be trivial,
the claim is imperfe&t. Though I

_thould permit you to take the whale
for his cil ; I thould not readily grant
you
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you leave to deftroy.the clephant for
~his tooth,

I 'toldthe Dean, I fawthe difference
“very plainly. But, faid I, Sir, do you
allow the philofopher to take life in
-making his refearches intonature? In
+examining the wonders of the micro-
#cope; -in »tracing the circulation of
~the blood ; in difcoveringthe proper-
~ties of air; and in other.things, which
<tend to advance human knowledge,
~and -often .ferve -fome great -end of

-utility ?

This queftion, faid the Dean,.is
‘rather- more difficult.  'What pro-

-fnotes human' knowledge, or ferves

-any
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any effential purpofe of utility, is cer-
tainly of more confequence, than the
life of an animal: and I give you li-
.berty to take it, when you are fure
you are on good ground. But I
fhouldinterdict this privilegeto mere
-euriofity.  We may believe, on the
credit of others, that the blood cir-
. culates; or that an animal will die

in an exhaufted receiver.

I then afked the Dean;if ‘he did
not-think, on the other‘hand, that we
“might carry our tendernefs in ta'king
life too far? I have frequently, faid
i1, deferted a'path I withed to walk
-in, becaufe I have found it pre-oc-
cupied by a train of ants, which'ic

hurt
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hurt me to cruth. And yet 1
have fometimes thought my caution

unneceffary.

No doubt, replied the Dean, every
.yirtue has its extremes—its a/tra (2s
we juft obferved) as well as its cifra.
I have often feen this tendernefs in
taking life carried to a ridiculous
length, if we .can call any thing ridi-
-culous, that is founded on an amiable
~principle. I knew a humane man,
who would not fuffer a moufe to be
taken in afnap-trap. He allowed it
to be taken alive; but he took care
to have it carried to a diftance into
the fields, and there fet at liberty.
Hewould notdeftroya fpider, though

" he
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he made no fcruple to fweep away
its web. My dear Sir, I once faid to
him, your tender mercies are cruel.
It would certainly be more merciful
to difpatch thefe poor animals at
once, than to make them mifera-
ble by turning them adrift, or leav-
ing them to a languifhing death,
by ‘taking from them their means
of fubfiftence. All this therefore
{eems to me -abfurd. It is making
the lives of animals of more con-
{equence than they thould be. Itis
making 2 man miferable for the fake
ofa mite. For if we carry this ten-
«dernefs as far as it will fairly go, we
ought neither to eat a plum, nor tafte
a drop of vinegar. Itis not fize,

G which
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which gives value to life. The infe&,
that forms the blue of a plum, or
that frifks in a drop of vinegar, has
certainly the fame claim to exift,as a.
fpider, or a moufe. And how far
life extends, we know not; fo that
our tendernefs in this refpec, if
indulged to excefs, might be endlefs.
Like Indian Bramins, we fhould not
dare to lie down, or fet a foot to the
ground, without examining every
footftep with microfcopical exactnefs.
But as thefe little fwarms of nature
interfere thus with all the concerns
of men, it is plain that Providence
does not lay much ftrefs on their
lives. All therefore that feems re-
quired, in thefe cafes, is to abftain

from
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from wanton igjury.—1 would not
however have you always take
the meafure of a man’s virtue by -
the extraordinary tendernefs of his
feelings. -1 knew a gentleman, fo
extremely tender towards the lives
'of animals, that when an earwig crept®
out of aleg of wood, which had been
laid on his fire, he forbadeany more”
logs to be taken from that pile, and
lefiit to rot.  Yet this very man,
-with all thefe nice feelings abcut him,
lived avowedly in a ftate of adultery.
Such tendernefs therefore may, or
may not, be allied to virtue—cer-
tainly not neceffarily fo allied. Itis
founded merely in nature. But when
any one affc&ion of the mind is re-

G 2 gulated
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gulated by a religions principle, there
is'in that mind a controlling power,
which rcgulaics other ~affeCtions. -
Thus if we, abftain from eruelty on
a religious principle, we may depend
on that principle on other occafions.
As to thefe delicate feelings, they
feldom reach beyond their immediate

objelt. Here the Dean made 2
paufe, and after a little recolle&ion,
faid, he thought they had now run
over all the riotous, and eruel amufe-
ments, which he could recolle.
As for cock-fighting, and herfe- racing,
he faid, they are fuch gambling di-
verfions, that I conceive no clergy-
man would even be prefent at the
former; or enter into the fpirit of

” the
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the latter. ‘The race-ground s a
wide field, and if he ever enter it for
curiofity, he will not only avoid the
deep concerns, and commerce of the
place, if I may fo phrafe ic; but will
alfo keep entirely aloof from' the
noife,and buftle, and clamour of the
fcene. A friend of mine lived on the
confines of a celebrated race-ground.
He was ford of horfes, merely as
beautiful objets; and ‘liked to fee
their various motions. ~ And as peo-
ple are generally well tounted at
a race, and much apitated, he ufed
to gratify his curiofity by walking
out in an evening, about the time
the race was over; and would get
behind fome hedge, where unfeen

¢ 3 " ke
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he had a good view of the company
returning from their fpert over a fair
plain. This was to him the only
amufement of a race ; and he would
fay, he believed he had more pleafure
from the fober enjoyment of this
moving picture, than any one could
feel, who. entered into the wild joy;.
and jollity of the {cene.

This put me in mind of a ftory,.
which I could not help telling the
Dean, of a clergyman in a neigh-
bourhoad where I once lived. He
had prayers in his church every
Wednefday and Friday. But one
Sunday, as he was putting on his
furplice in the veftry, Matthew, faid
he to his clerk, I fhall be at the races
on Wednefday, fo you muft give no-

tice,
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tice, there will be no prayers. Poor
Matthew, who had not been fully
inftructed, and did not himfelf enter
into the decorum of things, madeall
the congregation ftare, by giving no-
tice in a very audible voice, that there
would be no prayers on Wednefday, be-
caufe the parfon was going to the races.
The good Dean received my ftory
with a forced laugh ; for I perceived
his feet grew rather painful to him,
He rang foon after for his fervant
to change his pofture ; and I think-
ing myfelf in the way, withed him a

good night.

END OF THE FIRST DIALOGUE.
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s

SECOND DIALOGUE.

I T was two days before 1 had an op-
portunity of renewing my converfa-
tion with the good Dean; which I
was not forry for, as it gave me time
to put on paper what had already.
paffed. He bad divided amufements
into three kinds, and we had yet
confidered only fuch as were woify
and ¢ruel. 1 took the firft oppor-
tunity to remind him, that he had.
left me fill 'in poffeflion of fuch

amufements,
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amufements, as he called srifling and'
Jeducing.:

I mean not however, faid he, to be
more complaifant to youonthis head,
than I have already been. [ am
afraid too' many of our fafhionable
amufements will fall under my cen-
fure, - What do you. think, for in-
ftance, of cards.?

I anfwered, I did indeéd fuppofe
he would point one of his firft bat-
teries againft them.

1t was plain then, hie told me; that
I thought they deferved to be af-
{aulted.

I know
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I know not, faid I, Sir, whether
I thought quite {o ill of them. I have
always been accuftomed to think, that
moderately ufed, they were an inno-
cent amufement even for a clergy-

man,

But pray, faid the Dean, in exa-
mining the propriety or impropriety,
the innocence or guilt, of an attion,
are you to confider how it affelts
_ yourfelf alone ; or how it affe&s the

public in general ?
No doubt, I replied, a public-
fpirited man will confider his actions

in reference to the public.

He
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He certainly ought, faid the
Dean; ‘and this being allowed, do
you not confider the prefent rage
for card-playing, through all ranks of
people, as a public evil?

I‘ replied, it was, no doubt, an
amufement much abufed: but the
abufe, 1 -thought, lay only at the
door of theabufer. Meat and drink
were abufed —drefs was abufed—the
Bible itfelf was abufed: but we muft

have thefe things notwithftanding,

Aye, there, returned the Dean,
you point out the true diftin@on.
You anfwer yourfelf. 'We muft have
the one; but need not have the other.

Does
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Does it follow, becaufe wemsyf have
meat and drink, though they are
abufed, that we muft neceffarily have:
cards alfo?——If then cards be al-
lowed to be a public evil; and we are,.
at the fame time, under na neceffity
to have them, every confcientious.
man would give up a thing fo trifling
(as an amufement is at beft,) to
avert that evil: and by refraining,
he certainly does avert it, as far
as his own influence and example:

reach.

You do not mean, faid I, Sir, that.
cards are in themfelves effentially
bad?

Why,



AMUSEMENTS OF CLERGYMEN. g3

Why, no, faid he. Cards in them-
Jfelves may afford as innocent aniufe-.
ment as any thing elfe.” And yet ¥
know not whether this conceflion is -
not too much. + I have been ufed-
myfelf to confider amufements under
the head of fuch as are ftriGly focial 5
and  of fuch as contain in them a
principle adverfe to fociety.  Many
amufements are of the former kind;
but cards, and fome other games; in
which one party muft be victorious,
and the other fubdued, encourage a
kind of principle fomewhat oppofite
to the focial temper: and the many
little fquabbles, even among fricnas,"
at fuch games, prove the truth of my
remark. However, if we could

play



94 DIALOGUES ON ‘THE

play with fuch moderation, as occa-
fioned no heart-burning, I fhould
be inclined to wave this objesion;
and confider chiefly the excefs. It 1is
this indeed which creates the great
mifchief ; and the etample fpreads it.
If cards are played at in the parlour,
théy defcend to the kitchen: and
from your parlour and kitchen, to
thofe of your neighbour, and fo on.
The luft of card-playing is now
become fo flagitious, that every fe-
rious man, I affirm,’ ought to with-
draw his own example from ' fo-
general, and pernicious a practice.
The clergyman, in particular, thould:
dread to fan&tion, what has certainly

b-o% L: 1
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fo .bad an effe& on the manners of
the people.,

But, faid 1, Sir, my example is of .
fo little weight, that it cannot make
things either better or wonffe. PP

There is not, replied the Dean;
with fome warmth, in the whole mar:
gazine of falfe reafoning, a more de-
ftructive mode of it, than this. I
will not fer a good example, becaufe
I know another will not follow it.
So nobody will fer a good example.
We have better rulzs furely, to dircét
us, than the practice of other people.
‘When a man thus puts his own prac-
tice and example into the hands of

others,
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others, and depends upon his neigh-
‘bour’s conduét to regulate his own,
‘what reformation can we expect? If
‘we are right, under fuch circum-
ftances, it is by chance. Every man’s
-example has its influence, more or
lefs, which he fhould endeavour, for
-the fake of good erder, to make as
inftruétive as he can, without trou-
‘bling himfelf with the example of
others. In families, where cards are
neverintroduced inthe parlour, T dare
take upon me to fay they are rarely
feen in the kitchen; except perhaps
where fervants have already learned
their leflon in card-playing families.
And if the obligation to avoid fet-
ting a bad example, in this infﬁnce,‘

be
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be general, ic binds the ecclefiaftic
with double force. He thould cer-
tainly be the falt of the earth; and |
endeavour to keep- every thing, as
far as he can, from corruption. Con-
fider what a change even that might
effet. There are perhaps twenty
or thirty thoufand ecclefiaftics of
different denominations, fcattzred
about the various parts of England.
If each of thefe influence a dozen,
which (including their own families)
is no extraordinary calculation, con-
fider what a party would be gained’
over. Each of thefe again, we may
fuppofe, might have fome influence ;
and if we may adopt our Saviour’s
allufion, we might hope to fee it work

H like
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like leaven, through the whole. mafs.
At leaft, we might hope to {ee cards.
confined within the gloomy walls af”

gaming-houfes, and night- cellars.

But thould we not, faid I, Sir, fe-
gin our reformation at thefe places?
If we could get rid of gaming-
houfes, and night-cellars, which the
high, and low vulgar frequent, cards
might perhaps be left to us fober

people as an innacent amufement. -

Not fo entirely, my. good. friend,
anfwered the Dean. It is not only
when cards are carried to this per-
nicious height, that I except againft
them, Indeed, when a man has taken

his
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Lis degrees at 2 gaming: table, L have:
done with him:. He is beyond re-
ceiving inftruétion from me. I muft:
therefore inform you, that I.do not.
confine the gaming-table to what is
called fo (as they. fay) xas’ efoxgrv. I
rank under that head all thofe {cenes,
of profligacy, feattered,. not _only.
through the metropolis, but through
every part of the country, where high.
ftakes are pledged, and well-dreffed.
people meet, not fo much with aview-
of amufement, as. with a purpofe to.
pillage one another.—Thefe how-
ever are only the exceffes of card--
playing; but for various.other rea-
fons the very prattice itfelf fhould
be difcouraged.—In the beft. light, I
S w2 o thiok,
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think, cards afford only a frivolous,.
and feducing amufement; efpecially-
w0 2 clerggman.—They often lead
him into more expence, fill fhort of
what may be called gaming, than may
be prudent for him to incur.  Once
engaged in the habit of playing; or
lited, if I may fo phrafe it, into the
corps of card-players, he cannot
fometimes avoid venturing higher
ftakes than he could with.—But fup-
pofe he keep the feales of lofs and
gain pretty even, (as I have fome-
times heard the moderateé card-player
boaft) what fhall we fay for the ex-
pence of time? Here comes in a
very feducing part. Evening af-
tér evening is loft. The afternoon

is
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is often added. Habits are formed.
Play and comfort are conneted;
-and the day ends in joylefs vacan-
cy, that does not conclude with
<cards.—Befides, .you give yourfelf
into the hands of others. It is un-
fotial to break up a party. You are
not therefore mafter of yourfelf.—
Then again, confider, you cannot
choofe your company. You are a
known card-player; youcannotftand
out, when a hand is wanted, and
mutt often confort with thofe you
difefteem.—Perhaps you yourfelfbe-
came a corrupter. The card-player
muft have company. He cannot
follow his occupation alone: and
when he gets old in his habits, he.

H 3 feduces,
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feduces, where feduction is neceflary,
every one, over whom he’ has in-
fluence, to join him in hisidle em-
ployment.—Above all, young peo-
ple thould confider, how eafily, where
amufements are concerned, the mind
glides into habits of indulgence. In
thefe journies of pleafure, flep follows
ftep mechanically. I knew a young
lady thus debauched into a card-
player, though fhe was once among
the moft amiable of her fex—domef-
tic—ingenious—fond of books—full
of refources, and never at a lofs for
the employment of her time. Family
amufements were all the pleafures the
fought. Her father and mother were
cxcellent people; and brought her

Hp,
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‘up, an only daughter, in, what ' may
juftly call, the cheerful reftraints of
religion.  But during a fhort vific at
a-relation’s, to which her father .n:-\ :
huéantly confented, the unhappily got
a tafte for card-playing; and, when
fhe returned home, did not much en- '
joy thofe innocent domeftic circles,
in which, before, fhe had given, and
received, {o much pleafure. In fhors,
fhe had loft her heart to this vile
amufement. Soon afterwards fhe
married a young gentleman of for-

tune—{ober, virtuous, and modeft;

but of talents very inferior to thofe

. of his wife.  With difcretion fhe
might have modelled her family, as
fhe had pleafed; and had an excel-

o H 4 lent
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lent example before her, in her fa-
ther’s: but fhe chofe rather to cor-
rupt her hufband, and turn his man-
fion into a gaming-houfe.—I men-
tion this inftance as one among a
hundred I have feen in my life, to
tfhew the rapid progrefs of pleafur-
able habits, and thofe of cards be-
yond all ‘others; to which I think
particularly belongs that cxcellent
adage, Principiis obfta.

But fince, faid I, Sir, we are often
obliged to confort with thofe, whom
we difefteem, or with thofe, whofe
minds are too unfurnithed to bear a
part in converfation, is it not ufeful,
and often - neceflary, to introduce

* fomething,
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fomething, that removes, for the
time at leaft, all difguft—{fomerthing
that may level thofe, who have not
fenfe, with thofe who have; and en-
able them to pafs their time together
in mutual civility, without labouring
to fupport a converfation, which moft
probably more than hzlf of themare
utterly unable to fupport?

Thisisthe firft time, faid the Dean
fmiling, I everheard cards mentioned
as a bond of benevolence. As the
caufe of ill-humour, and diffenfion,
I have often heard them taxed. But
1 fuppofe you do not hold the-argu-
ment ferioufly. Youcannot imagine
cards to be more effe®tual to this

end,
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end, than-even thofe modes of gene-
ral civility, which commonly reign
among polite people; and check,
during .the intercourfe, all appear-
ance of fuch little hoftilities, as may
rankle within. At leaft you muft
allow, that card-playing is not
quite a clerical ‘mode of incul-
-cating benevolence.—And asto your
folicitude to lower the man of wit
and fenfe to a level with his neigh-
bours, and bring converfation to an
equilibrium, I think it ill-judged. If
the-man of fenfe have any good-na-
ture in his compofition, he will not
be much hurt at beftowing on his
weaker neighbour a pittance of his
-owa Information, and wifdom. At

S . leaft,
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ileaft, it is not well done in you to
furnith him with an apology to
withhold - it. How is the poor
man to improve, if on his coming
into company, an immediate ftop
is put to all -converfation by calling
for ‘cards? —However, I . confider
this argument only as a fhuffle.”
Any converfation is furely better,
than the dull monotony of a card-
table. He who can bear the con-
verfation of a card player; fhould
not affect being out of humour with
-any other converfation. " For myfelf;
I proteft 1 thould make better com-
pany of a parrot.

1 cannot, faid 1, truly fay muchfor

the
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the converfation of a card-table, ex-
cept thatitis innocent, and may keep
converfation from taking a worfe

turn.

Why, yes, faid the Dean, and fo it
would, if you fhould clap a gag into
every body’s mouth, when he went
into company. At the {fame time I
thould lay but lictde ftrefs either on
one expedient, or the other. A fhort
refiraint affords no amendment. Bring
the axe to the root of the tree—cor-
rect the heart—and you do fome-
thing. But till that be done, the
pfopénﬁty to {candal may be checked,
but will find its opportunity to break
outy whether you are a card player,

or
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or not. Perhaps, like fermenting
Tiquor; it may burft out with mere
violence from having been con-
fined.

But, faid I, Sir,.is it not worth
confideration, whether people may
not employ their vacant time worfe,

ifthey do not employ it on cards?

I know not how they can employ
it worfe, anfwered the Dean, if you
refpect their amufements only. And
if you think cards will keep a young
fellow from the ftews or a debauch,
when he is inclined to either, 1 fear
you attribute much more to them,
than they deferve, If a man be

fond
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fond of two games, both are amufe—
ments; andfo far as'thereis a fimili--
tude between them, the love of one
may perhaps overpower an at[ach:
ment to the other. But when a man
is fond of a game; and: addi¢ted to a
vice, as there is no fimilitude be-
tween' the objedts, you have no more
ground' for expeéting the former-will
drive out the latter, than for fup-
pofing a man’s dancing a minuet
fhould prevent his admiring- a pics

ture.

Y ouforce me, faid 1, Sif, out of all
my ftrong holds: but you muft give
me leave to make one obfervation
more. I have heard fickly people

fpeak
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fpeak of cards as a great relief in
pain; when the mind is incapable of
any other attention. And if exciting
this frivolous attention will draw it
from attending to-its malady, cards,
I think, are an opium;, and may often
be calleda bleffing.. '

Aye, aye, replied the Dean, I
have certainly no objection to their
being ufed medicinally. But then T
thould with to have them fold only at
the apothecary’s thop, and the do&or
to prefcribe the ufe of them. Ifhould
fear, if the patient prefcribe for him«
felf, he may be aptto take too large
a dofe, as he often does of laudanum,
and other anodyne drugs. I once

knew
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knew an old lady, who had loft the
ufe of her fpeech, and of both her
hands, by two or three paralytic
ftrokes; and every evening took the
remedy you have been prefcribing.
She was a lady of large fortune—gave
good fuppers—and had generally a
number of humble friends about her,
one of whom always, after fupper,
dealt, forted, and held her cards, and
pointing to this, or that, the old lady -
nodded at the card fhe withed to have
her friend play. But it fometimes
happened, that the paralytic fhake of
the hedd was miftaken for the nod
«of approbation, and unfortunately a
wrong card was played; which threw
the old lady (whofe whole heart was

n
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in the remedy (be was taking) into
fuch violent fits of paffion, that peo-
-ple thought fhe received more in-
jury from thefe irritations, than be-

nefit from the prefcription.

1 fear, faid 1, Sir, from 2ll this ri-
-dicule, you thought what I advanced,

rather impertinent.

My ridicule, replied the Dean, was
not furely direfted at you; but at
thofe poor melancholy objects, who
-cannot, even at the clofe of life, be
happy without their cards. I have
heard of many fuch;—and have
known fome.—I once called cn a
-neighbouring clergyman (it is now
I many
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many years ago) whom I found, not
indeed ‘abfolutely dying; but fo ill,
that it was thought he never could
recover, I was then in hafte; but
finding him defirous of my company,
I promifed to drink tea with him in
the afternoon. When I came, I
found he had invited two other
clergymen to meet us. As I knew
them both to be men of fenfe and
learning, I expe@ed to fpend a very
pleafant evening. But how great
was my furprize, when the tea-table
being removed, the card-table was
introduced ; to which they {at down
as to a thing of courfe, I was the
only young man among them, hav-
ing only juft taken orders: but I

was
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awas fo ftruck with this mode of ad-
.miniftering confolation to a dying
man, and with the ftrange indecorum
of drawing a yoeng clergyman into
fuch improprieties, that I knew not
what to do. 1 hefitated: but the
text came into my head, reduke not
an elder ; and not having time, in
the momen:, to confider’ circum-
ftances, I fat down. But the thing
made fuch an impreffion on me,
that from that day to this, I have
obftinately perfifted in never touch-
ing a card. At a time, when fe-
‘rious thought and mediration are the
moft becoming, it'is pitable, in the
Jaft degree, to fee the dregs of life
running ‘off in fo wretched a mdn-

12 ner.
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ner. If there is any thing in hu-
man nature, which unites contempt,
and commiferation, faid a fiiend of
mine (coming from a fight of this
kind) it is the fpe@acle of a man
going down to the grave with a pack
of cards in his hand!

Indeed, faid I, Sir, thefe frightful
-examples are of themfelves fufficient
warnings—But I have done. I was
willing to fay what I could for an
amufement, in which I fear I have
had too .great an intereft. But
I hope, Sir, 1 fhall not be the
worfe either for your ridicule, or
your inftruétion.— After all however
it muft be confeffed, that we young

. «<lergymen
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clergymen have a difficult part to
aft.  The prevalence of cuftom is
a vehement tide, which we find it

very hard to ftem.

I thould therefore, faid the Dean,
with you to keep out of it; which
every man may, if he pleafe. Be
refolute at firft in refifting importu-.
nity, and importunity will prefently
ceafe.  You will foon be confidered
as one who has a will of his own. —
The clergy, I think, may be divided

“into two great bodies. One clafs
are fuch as enter into the miniftry
only to make their fortunes. Thefe
are a kind of amphibious’ ani-
mals. [ cannot call them clergymen.

oI 3 They



7118 DIALOGUES ON THE

They are traders in ecclefiaftical:
goods. 'With them my arguments.
- have nothing to do.  They have no-
feruples ; and will comply of courfe
withevery thing that will recommend
them to the world.—In the other
clafs are many, no doubt, who have
the end and honour of their profeffion.
at heart: and wifh only to be con-
vinced of the propriety or impro-
priety of a thing, to do it, or leaveit.
undone. But there are numbers, I
fear, in this clafs, well-meaning, on
the whole, and ferious men, who are
yet ready to make the cuftoms of the:
world an apology fora variety of im-
proper practices; and flide into 2
number of corrupt Labits, without:

« confidering



®

AMUSEMENTS OF CLERGYMEN. 119

confidering that to oppofe the fe-
ducing cuftoms of the world is th‘c
very effence of a ftate of trial; and
that it is the very buflinefs of a good
paftor to fet up his own example asa

way-mark againft them.
To all this I fally affented.
Aye, Mr. Frampton, continued

the Dean, with much earneftnefs

in his manner, thefe are ferious

* truths.  The cuftoms of the world

put a glofs upon many improper
things—among which I confider
cards—and miflead numbers, who
are glad perhaps to mifinterpret the
apofile, and tell you, that if they

14 do
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do them not, they muft altogether go
out of the world. But whatever liber-
ties the layman takes (and yet I know .
not what gives him any exclufive li-
berty) the clergyman ought to be
particularly guarded againft the in-
dulgence of any amufement, which is
fraught with fo much mifchief, both
public and private; which fo eafily
gains ground by the force of habit;.
and in the defence of which, you fee,.
{o little can be faid. Many bad ha-
bits fubfide in age. Nature cannot®
hold out. But here is a mifchievous
propenfity, which cleaves often to our
very laft fand. It is pofiible, I may
yet live to fee people fo barefaced, as
to make no diftinction of days, and

play
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play at cards on Sundays, It is
pra&ifed, I am informed, in France,.
from which we derive too many of

our fafthions.

1 told the Dean, that, as I believed
I'was better acquainted with the hif--
tory of card playing, than he was, [
was afraid that vile practice, though:
not frequent, had gotten at leaft fome-
footing among #s.. One inftance I
knew.. 1 had, not long ago, the ho-
nour to be admitted, in a dearth of
better company, to the card-table
of a lady of fafhion. Soon after I
found fhe played on Sundays; when,.
fearing left 1 (hould be involved in

the imputation of that praétice, I ne- -
8 vet
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ver would touch another card at her
houfe. On her calling me to account
for deferting my poft, I plainly told
her the reafon. This led to a fhort
debate.  She faid, after the duties of
the day were over (for fhe was a'cen-
ftant church-woman) fhe thought a-
little recreation' in the evening was
very allowable. I 'talked of the great
impropriety at leatt of breaking down
" fences, and laying the pratice open
to the common people, even though
fhe would not allow any profanation
of the day. She ;:hought the fault
lay in the cattle, that wens through the
broken fence. At length however fhe
allowed that cards on a Sunday were
very improper amang the lower peo-

plens
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ple—and farther, that, when carried
to the beight of gaming, they were a

very improper Sunday-amufement
to any one. 1 begged fhe would
fuffer me to fhew her, merely on
thefe two conteffions of ber own, the
mifchief of introducing cards az all
on a Sunday. And, that {he might

fee it in the ftronger light, I offered

to put my arguments on paper. But

I could never obtain leave. She al-

ways ftopped my mouth with faying,

the had made up her mind, and
withed to hear no more on the fub-

ject. \

I honour you, faid the Dean, as I
fhould every young clergyman, who

coud
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could make fo proper 2 ftand againft
a vicious fathion.. I did not indeed
kn;)w, and am much hurt to hear,
that this vile practice has at all got--
ten footing amongft us. I thought
“the Sabbath, though not obferved
as it ought to be, had never been
proftituted in this thamelefs manner..
The Sabbath is certainly the great
mean of keeping alive the little re-
ligion we have; and much have they
to anfwer for, who contribute at all,
but efpecially in this flagrant man-
ner, to deftroy its reverence among

the people.

I think fo truly, faid 1, Sir; and
the rather as I believe the common:
people




.
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people yet hold fuch profligacy in
deteftation, A genteel family.took
a fummer-lodging, not long ago, in
a country-town, where I happened
then to refide: and I remember one
Sunday (the day being hot) "the
windows were thrown open, and ex-
‘hibited them fitting round a card-
table. But the mob, provoked at
fuch impudence, gathered about the
houfe, and in very intelligible lan-
guage, gave them to underftand,
that if the card-table was ‘not im-
mediately removed, they would take

-their own method to remove it.

.I'am no friend, faid the Dean, to
the
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the jurifdi®ion of a mob; but in
this cafe, I could fay with the poet,

Interdum vulgus re@um videt—

In return for your account of this
very impudent piece of effrontery, I
will tell you a ftory of genuine fim-
plicity. ‘A friend of mine had a
curate, recommended from Cam-
bridge, an excellent young man,
who had never been in a fcrape du-
ring the whole time he had been at
the univerfity. He was addi&ed to
no improper amufement; and cards
in particular he difliked. It hap-
pened, however, on fome fingular
occafion (I believe on that of a young
lady’s coming of age) 'he was in-
vited among feveral other young

folks
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folks .to fpend an evehing, where
cards made a part of .the entertain-
ment. He fltood out ftrenuouily,:
as wholly ignorant of every game.
At laft fome general game * (1 know
not what they callir) being propofed,
and fome of the company (as cor-
rupters are always at hand) inftruct-
ing him in what he could not but
feel he had powers of mind to com-
prehend, he was drawn in, and fat
down, though little attentive to the

bufinefs in which he was engaged.

* We have among us at prefent a kind of
game, which is called a round game, from the
company’s fitting round a table. The Dean
probably alludes to fome fuch game as this,
which might be in ufe in his time, . i
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* At the end of the game, when the
accounts of profit and lo’s were
fettled, his companions gave him
four fhillings, to his great furprife,
for certain little ivory fith, which he
"had received in the courfe of the

game. The next morning, when .

he told the ftory, he faid, it was for-
~tunate he had been fuccefsful; for
if he had loft four fhillings, inftead
-of winning them, he fhould certainly.
~have gone off without paying his
debt; as he had not the leaft con-
ception, that the ivory fith he had
received, reprefented any thing but

wthemfelves.

I am convinced, faid I, Sir, there
18
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is ‘great force in every thing you
have faid; and I fhall always confi-
der cards -as a very dangerous, and
enfharing amufement.—Bur ftill, I’
think, your arguments regard chiefly
the excefs. Many occafions may oc-
cur, on which a man would with to
break through a general rule. There
are few rules, however right on the
whole, which do not admit excep-
tions. An.babilual card-player de-
{erves every rebuke you can give
him. But perhaps you will not be
fo fevere with a prudent cecafional
one, though he fhould even be 4

clergyman.

I am forry, my young friend, re-
K plied
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plied the Dean with a ferious air,
you have fo foon forgotten the grand
argumpﬁt I ufed againft a clergy-
man’s having any concern at all with
cards as an amufement. I endea-
voured to fhew you, that, as cards
were become fo general an evil, the
clergy, who fhould confider them-
felves as the falt of the earth, thould
ehdpavour to purify this mafs, in-
ftead of mixing with it. If they en-
courage the practice of card-playing
by their own example, they certainly
hald the public good véry cheap,
when they cannot give up fo trifling
a thing as an amufement, to promote
it. They certainly ought, were it
mercly for the chance of promoting

it,—
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it —As for your being an advocate,
added the Dean, for eccafional pla]-:
ing, though every thing I have faid
thould go for nothing, I think fuch
qualifying 1s of little ufe. You can-
_not well play sccafionally. You muﬁ
either refolve never to play, or be at
every body's beck. If you are
known cccafionally to play, you will
be thought a Jurly fellow, if you ever
refufe, becaufe it depends entirely
on your own inclination; and a good-
natured man will always be ready to q
give up his own inclination to -plca('é' '
others.—But if you are known never
20 play, nobody can take offence. So .
that, in fa®, there feems to be' no '
medium between playing, whenever

K 2 you
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you are afked, and mever playing as
all.

1 felt fo much athamed at having
fo foon forgotten the good Dean’s
grand argument, with regard #o the
public, that-l was too much abathed

to make any immediate reply.

;Hc obferved my confufion: but
without taking notice of it, after a
little paufe, he obligingly continued
his difcourfe.—Well, faid he, Mr.
Frampton, having thus difpatched
the card-taBle, let us go next to the
p}ay-bmy‘e. What a noble inftitu-
tion have we here, if it were pro-
perly regulated! I know of no-'

thing
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thing that is better calculated for
moral inftrution — nothing that
holds the glafs more forcibly to the
follies and vices of mankind. Iwould
have it go, hand in hand, with the
pulpit. It has nothing indeed to do
with Chriftian dorines. The pa-
geants, as, 1 think, thcy were called,
of the laft century, ufed to reprcfcxii:
feripture-ftories, which were veryim-
properly introduced, and much bet~
ter handled in the pulpit. Butit is
impoffible for the pulpit to reprefeht
vice and folly in fo ftrong a light as
the ftage.  One addreffes our reafon,
the other our imagination; and we
know which receives commonly the

more forcible impreffion. There
K 3 fhould
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fhould always however be a litde
dafh of the caricature to give a zeft
to cbamﬁer But nature and proba-
bllxty {hould be Pcnft]y obferved. I
remembcr——lt isnow, Ibelieve, thirty
years ago—fecing a play afted, in
which an old fellow is reprefented
dallying with a coquettith girl.
It was an admirable picture from
nature. ‘The fprightly ations of
you'th imitated by the ridiculous
gefticulations  of age, ftruck my
fancy fo forcibly, that the pitture is
yet as frefh, as ifit had been painted
)"cﬁcrciay.—As moral reprefentations,
f cannot fay, I think Shakefpear’s
plalys\. are models. ‘There is a fund
of nature in them—vaft invention

—and
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—and ‘a variety of paffions admi-
‘rably coloured. I'wifh I could for-
get the loofe fancy, which wantons
through moft of thein, and is ex-
tremely difagreeable to a chafte ear.
But what I chiefly remark, is, that I
do not commonly find in them (whie
I thould wifh to find in every pl:fy&
fome virtue, or good quality, fet in an
-amiable light; or fome vice, or folly,
fet in a deteftable one ; and made, as
it were, the burden of the whole.
I call the fcenes of Faltaff admirable
copies from nature; but I know not
what inftru&ion they give. Now I
fhould wifh to turn the play-houfc
into a miode of amufing inftrution;
and to fuffer no theatrical perform-

- K 4 ance,
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ance, which did not eminently con~
‘duce to this end. Young men, for
inftance, are apt to be led away by
vicious pleafures; and to fupply their
proﬁigacy, are often carried from one
degree of wickednefs to another. A
play on fuch a fubject * might per-
haps deter many a young man inthe
beginning of his career.. Or a good
effe€t might be produced by placing
fome virtue in oppofition to its
contrary vice; as contrafts generally

have more force, than fimple exhibi-
tions.

~* There was afterwards a play formed on
this very plan, inticled, George Barnwell; the
moral of which is good, though the execution
1s far from being faultlefs..

I afked
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I afked the Dean, if he meant to

exclude comedy from his theatre®

By no means, faid he: I thould
rather encourage it more than tra-
gedy; inafmuch as T fhould have
more hope of curing fuch vices, and
follies, as require the lafh, than fuch
as require the gibbet. My ftage-au-
thors thould deal much in ridicule;
which, well condu&ed, not thrown
on individuals, but caft broadly
on vice, and folly, I conceive to be '
an admirable engine, But I thould
not ridicule a fquinting eye—a ftam-
mering voice—a provincial diale€t—
the peculiarities of a profeflion—or

indeed.
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indeed any oddity, or deformity, that
was not ftrictly immoral. .

I am afraid, faid 1, Sir, youwill
cut off much of our-modern wit by
this feverity: “for théfe ‘oddities are,
in general, a great fource of it. The
‘broken Englifh of a Frenchman—
the blunders of an Trifhman—or the
broad diale&t of a-Scotfman, are what
our modern theatres are taught to
believe very witty. I fhall however
(to fpeak for one) think myfelf much
obliged to you for ridding the ftage
of all this trumpery of falfe wit and
humour; and bringing only fuch
ridiculous charatters forward, as can **
Support themfelves, if 1 may fo fpeak,

3 by
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by their follies.—But there is one
thing, which, I fear, will incapacitate
the f‘qgger from being of ;much .ufe
in the reformation o%manm:rs,. The
fcenery, the drefies, the mufick, and
other appendages of the theatre,
-make the expence {o great, that
it can npever be brought to a level
with the pockets of the multitude.

That is well urged, faid the Dean.

1 thank you for the hint, and will im~
mediately model my dramatic repre-
fentations in conformity to it.— We
have one church for rich, and poor,
All pay equal homage to one God—
Amall are equally his creatures—and it
is fit we fhould all worfhip him i

- one
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one place.— But though we have only
one church, there is no neceflity to
have only one theatre. In my
Utopia, therefore, I mean to e&ablifh
two—one for the higher—the other
forthelower ordersof the community.
In the firft, of courfe, there will be
more elegance, and more expence;
and the drama muft be fisited to the
audience by the reprefentation of fuch
vices, and follies, as are found chiefly
among the great. The other theatre
fhall be equally fuited to the lower
orders. And to enable them the
better to partake of the moral amufe-

ment provided for them, I mean to

abolifh all tumbling — dancing —
bear-baiting, and every thing elfe,

that
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that tendsonly to encouragemerriment

without infiruttion.

You have now, faid I, Sir, per-
' fe@ly fatisfied me. I fhall heartily -
rejoice in the ere&ion of your two
theatres. And it gives me great
delight to hear you fpeak fo favour- .
ably of the drama. I own, if
there is any one amufement, which
appears to me fuperior, to all
others, it is to fee a good play, well
acted. s

But hold, faid the Dean: you un-
derftand, I hope, that I give this
<ommendation only to theatres of my
own regulating; not to fuch asat

L prefent
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prefent exift’ With a few excep-
tions, I think I may defcribe the

drama of the prefent age *, as having

nothing <lefs ‘in its view, than good

morals. Amorous {cenes — vicious
principles—the moit indelicate lan-
guage — debauched characters fet off

in agreéable colours—fcoffs thrown

out againft religion, and morals—"

with light'mufic tending to foften the
mind, and make it fill more” fufcep-
tible'of thofe vile incentives, thathad

already been excited, are too muich,

* It muft be obflerved, that the drama of
that ‘age was-exceediigly corrupt, Charles
the Second had introduced great licence into
the theatre. Bad as the' ftage il is in this
refpet, it is much chafter than it was theh.

I fear,
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1 fear, the ingredients of our theatri-
cal amufements. . At beft, our plays
“exhibit in general, very falfe- repre-
fentations of life.—So oppofite to all
its real walks, that the imaginations of -
young pegple efpecially, are carried™
beyond their proper {phere; and are
amufed, and prepoffefled with ro-
mantic ideas of fituations, in which
they never can be placed. And even,
ifthe play were good, and-tended to

. give the thoughts any virtuous im-
preflion,«the light farce, coming af-
ter, would throw the whole at once -
out -of the mind. All farces I

~ thould recommend to my lower thea-

tre.  The ftyle of all its com-

pofitions
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pofitions fhould be fomewhat in this
way. But they fhould all certainly
have a moral tendency. * The farce,
as at prefent ufed, is a moft ablurd
excrefcence; and I fuppoft intended
merely to pleafe the vulgar. As
there is an upper gallery, the people
there muft be pleafed, as well as thofe
in the boxes. But my two theatres
will render this double mode of re-
prefentation unneceffary.—In fhort,
if the ftage were regulated as I could
with it, even clergymen almoft might
be.actors upon it, .Asitis now ma-
naged, they cannot well, I think, be
innocent fpetators.  Tacitus, I re-
member, fomewhere {peaking of the
modefty of the German ladies, attri-

' butes
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butes it in a great meafare to their
qot being fuffered to attend public
diverfions*. I fhould with only to
make one improvement on this Ger-
man fathion, which is, neither to per-
it gentlemen nor ladies to attend
them, 1ill they are better regulated.
The hiftorian might have reference to
the publick amufements of bis owsn
country; with which he thought it
happy, the German ladies had no
epportunities of being  corrupted.

Whatever

% The words of the original to which the
Dean alludes, are, Septa pudicitia agunt, nul-
bis_fpectaculorum illecebris, auliis conwiviorum
drritationibus coriupte.

De Mor. German.
Edit. Gronov. p 49t.

L
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Whatever his precife meaning was,
it thews his general opinion of fuch
amufements: and, I fuppofe, you
will allow Tacitus, though not an
apoftle, to be a very good judge of:
men, and manners.\—Beﬁdes, added
the Dean, the very profeflion of a
player is rendered fo difreputable,
that nobody ought to encourage it,
Take the matter home with you,
‘Would you with either your fon or
daughter to feek a livelihood on the
ftage? If not, do you think it fhews
much moral rectitude to encourage
in. other people’s children, what, on
virtuous principles, you would fhud-
der atin your own?

T told 1
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1 told the Pean, I durft not :zicc
upon -me to anfwer his invetive
either againft the ftage, or:its pro-
feflors, 1 feared there was more
truth in'what:he had faid, than I
withed to find. A clergyman, I
-cbferved, muft often-be in the way
cf hearing, and feeing improprieties;
-which he cannot avoid. But I
allowed it certainly to be a different
cafe, when he went voluntarily into
I then

-the way of thele things.

afked the Dean, what he thought
-of dancing-affemblies, and cheerful
'meetings of other kinds?

As they are at prefent managed,
£aid the Dean, {o far as 1 am ac-
: L2 quainted



148 DIALOGUES ON THE

quainted with them, T fhould hardly
allow a clergyman to attend any of
them. Put them under my regula-

tion, and he may attend themall,

For the fake of truth, I replied, I
muft fay, that I have attended the
affemblies at our county-town, not
conftantly, indeed, but very fre-
quently, and I do not remember ever
feeing (except perhaps once, or twice)
what the moft exa& perf(;n would
call the leaft breach of decorum, or

good manners.

T know not, Taid the Dean, what
‘youprecifely mean by the leaft breach
of decorums but before 1 fhould give

ny
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my fan&tion to the affemblics at your
county-town, I fhould wifh to atk a
few quéltions.  Is all company; that
are well drefled, promifcuoufly ‘ad-
mitted?—or admitted on the isitro-
dution of nobody can tell who?—Is
there no vying in drefs, and orna-
ment, and fathion? —Are no card-
tablesintroduced 2—Are fuppers,and
drinking, and late hours excluded ? —
While you are dancing, or carding,
or drinking above ftairs, is any care
tzken of your poor fervants be-
Iow?—Are they left to faunter about
inn-yards and tap-houfes, to get into
bad company — or, not knowing
what to do with themf'e'lveé, to
debauch one another? Unlefs you

L3 can.
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can anfwer me rationally on all theft:
heads, I fhall never fuffer any clergy-
man, over whom I have influence,
to attend any of thefe meetings. It
may be difficult perhaps to prevent:
the layman from filling the heads of
his fons and. daughters ‘with drefs, .
and vanity, and folly, and intrigue,,
and all the impertinence that attends
fuch promifcuous,. il]-regﬁlated af-
ferﬁblics——we muft leave him, if
he pleafe, to fet them an example.
himfelf, and go before them in all:
thefe fcenes of diffipation—we muft:
leave him alfo to take no more care
of the morals of his. {ervants, than.
if they were his cattle; and to pay
no
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no attention to the difficulties, into
which he leads them. If he will
run into thefe excefes, (I have
no better word in my dictionary
to explain my meaning) I can-
not prevent it: but certainly k
fhould with the clergyman to be
very cautious how he gives any en-
couragement to fuch affemblies by
his example. The world may laugh
at him: but he muft learn to bear
the ridicule of the world ; and I hope
in return he will meet approbation

clfewhere.

But, faid I,-Sir,I have often heard,
that prudent fathers and mothers con-
fider thefe meetings, as places where
L 4 their
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their daughters are feen to moftads

vantage.

Ave, replied the Dean, T have
lately heard that argument meain-
tained, in 2!l the plenitude of its folly,
by one of thofe prudent mothers ;:
to whom I was weak cnough to
give my advice on this head, for the
fake of an amiable god-daughter of
mine. I hate the idea of carrying
young women, like colts, to a fair.
Icis indelicate: it is below their dig-
nity. They fhould not feek ; but be
fought after. Few happy marriages,
I believe, are founded on thefe hally
impreffions.—I fhall not, however,-,
fay more on this point, as 1 am not

inftruéting
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inftru&ting the world ‘at large; but
only giving advice to my brethren
of the clergy. Let the beau fuit him-
felf wich a belle, and choofe a wife
from the made-up young ladics, who
are' taught to fay fmart things, and
fhine at affemblies; and whofe heads
are fuller of fathions, than of fuch
knewledge as moflt becomes them:.
But when the clergyman thinks it
prudent to change his condition, ler
him look for a wife in fome domef-.
ic family; and endeavour to choofe
one, whom he- hears fober peopié
commend for her private virtues.
And if fhe happen to be known in
any polite circle, and dignified by
the name of a./ifelefs; inanimate thing;
< he.
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he has ftill the better chance for hap-
pinefs.

As T was always fond of dancing,.
I did not care to let the argument
wholly drop; and told the Dean, I
hoped he had no diflike to dancing in
#/elfs but only when it was impro-
perly circumftanced. It appeared to:
me a very innocent winter-evening.

amufement.

It appears {o to me, faid the Dean.

I have already told you, that if you
will fuffer me to regulate your danc-
ings, and other evening-meetirgs, I
will freely indulge you. in them.—
Summon. an. affembly, when youw
pleafe,
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pleafe, at fome private houfe. Public.
houfes always lead to promifcuous
company, and intemperance. Let
the meeting confift of well-educated, .
and well-difpofed young people of -
both fexes; and when the mufic
ftrikes up,and the dance begins,fend:
for me; and I will hobble.away, as:
faft as my gouty-feet will allow; and
if I may be permitted quietly to oc-
cupy a corner of the room in an-
elbow-chair, I.fhall enjoy. the fcene-
as much as any of you. To fee
youth and.innocence made happy
amidtt fuch amufements, as are {uit=
able to them, always gives a new. joy.
to my philanthropy; which is as.
fuddenly damped, . when I fee them.
§ entangled :
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entangled in pleafures, which I can-
not but look on, as fecret {nares for
their innocence.—And yet I cannot
fay T thould with to fee a clergyman,
except perhaps a very young one,
more than a {pe&ator of thefe amufe-
ments. To fee him to-day failing
about in a mimuet ftep, and to-mor-
row preaching in a pulpit, might
make a contraft perhaps too ftrong
for fome of his hearers. I do not,
however, wifh to determine precilely.
The amufement is certainly inno-
cent.——With regard to the other
meetings you mention, if you'put
them under the fame rational re-
ftraint, I have no objeftion to any
of them. [ fhould be pleafed to meet
a fet
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a fet of virtuous, well-bred young
men, or 2 mixed compaay, at dinner,
or fupser; and if their chief end ;
were e ther converfation, or innocent
amufement, i fhould do the beft in
my power to amufz, and enliven
them. Norfhould I expe&t themall
to be men of agreeable manners, in-
genuity, and information. I {hould
only indulge the hope of their having
the fame diflike, that I had, to tragf-
lgrefs the rules of decency and pro-
priety.-~But as for clubs met toge-
ther on fet purpofe to be joyous—to
drink, and to rattle—to fing fongs,
and catches—to roar, and ftagger,
as the evening gets late, I hold them

B
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zin abhorrence. ‘No 'élcrgyman g%
tfhiculd everjoin in fuch orgies; and
-1 fhould think very meanly of him,
sif he fhould frequent 2 company,
that had the lealt tendeney to that
iriotous mirth, which produces thefe

simproprieties of behaviour.

You feemed to miention, faid i,
:8ir, with a mark of difapprobation,

fongs,

* Johnfon and his friend Beauclerk were
in company with:feveral clergymen, who
thought they fhould appear toadvantage by
aflumirg: the lax jollity of nien of the world.
“Johafon,who, they expeéted, would be enter-
tained, fat grave, and filent for fome time.
At laft, tarning to’ Beauclerk, he faid, by no
means in a whifper, ¢ The merriment of thefe

.parfons is mighty offenfive.”

-Bof. Life, vol. iii, p. 328.
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fongs, and catches. Do you fee any
thing particularly mifchievous in
them?

By no means, replied the Dean,
when they are not found in bad com-
pany; and when the words are fuch
as neither ‘countenance vice, nor
violate decorum. If the fele&t al-
fembly we juft left dancing, choofe
‘to amufe themfelves after their dance,
or after fupper, with finging, I fhould
qot only approve it, but beg leave to
liften tothem. Even the clergyman
T will allow to fing in fuch an aflem-
bly; though I fhould warmly re-
.prove him, if he thould fing for the
:entertainment of 2 mixed company,

.or
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or at a public meeting.—If T fhould
not be thought precife, or puritani-
«cal, 1 thould, now and then, recom-
mend a pfalm-tune, efpecially on a
Sunday evening. - We have feveral
plalin-tunes, which are -very fines
and when fung in parts by fweet fe-
male voices, are, in my ear, more
harmonious, than any other fpecies
ef mufic; and in the language of our
great, but unfathionable poet *,

Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to

heaven.
~—At the fame time, I cannot fay, 1

am a friend to inftrumental mufic on

* At that day Milton, on the account of
his political priaciples, was not in general
oflteem. .
: a Sun-
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2 Sunday-evening; from ‘no objec-
tion to the thing tfelf, (though, in-
xﬂecd, 1 think harmonious voices
fwéeter,’ when unaccompanied) but
Tfhouldfearits being mifconftrued by
undiftinguithing people, to whom we
fhould always be careful not to give
offence. Pfalmsare funginchurches,
and can lead into no miftake: bat
fiddles, and flutes, and harpfichords
.are merry inftruments, and, in fome
people’s opinion, can never be ac-
commodated to purpoles of devo-
tion *.~—As to catches, I know little

of

* Occiduus is a paftor of renown.

A¥hen he has prayed, and preached the fab-
bath down,

M With
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of them: but from what1 do know,
they make no attempt either at fenfe,
or fentiment. The harmony may
be good; and if the words, though
fenfelefs, have no ill-meaning, I fhall
.not reprobate, though I cannot com-
mend them.

+Having

With wire, and catgut he concludes the day,
Quav’ring and femiquav’ring thought away.
The full concerto fivells npon your ear;
All elhows fhake,——

Will not the ficklieft fheep of every flock
Refort tothis example.?=———
If apoftolic gravity be free
'To play the fool on Sundays, why not we?
¥ he she tinkling harpfichord regards
As inoffenfive, what cffence in cards?
Strike up the fiddles, let us all be gay:
Laymen have Jeave to dance, if parfons play.

LCewrER.
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* Having difpatched, faid the Dean,
all our rioteus, and crael amufements,
and_likewife fuch as are #iflirg, and

Jfeducing, (though they often, as in
fome inftances juft obferved, inter-
mingle with each other) I fhould
:now introduce you to fuch amufe-
ments, as I think proper.for aclergy-
man: but as the evening grows lare;,
we will take an earlier hour, if you

pleale, to-morrow, to difcufs them.

END OF THE SECOND DIALOGUE."
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THIRD DIALOGUE..

T'ne next day was Sunday, when 1
happened o be wholly engaged.
But on' Monday I waited on the good

Dean foon after dinner.

I am impatient, faid 1, Sir, to have
another converfation with you. Yeou
have taken away my gun; and dog.
You have prohibited my playing
at cards, and have refufed me leave
to go to an affembly, or to meet my

friend
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friend ‘at a tavern; and I cannot
but be folicitous to know, what
amufement you will at length allow

me. ]

But are not you, replied the Dearn,
rather unreafonable? I have indeed
taken your gun. But as to your
dog, you may keep him, if you
pleafe, for a companion. I have no
objection. Have I not at leaft con-
mived alfo at your fithing, though I
cannot recommend it? Have I .not
introduced you to many agreéable |
focieties? Flave I not given you
leave to fing and to dance? And
does not all this fatisfy you? Haow-
ever, I mean. flill to do more. I

M 3 with:
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-wifh only to make your amufements
~ your habits— your company —
your drefs—and your profeffion, all.
agree.— By the way, I am not a litcle
folicitous about the drefs of a clergy-
man; which I think a matter. of
more confequence, than the ge-
nerality. of people will perhaps allow.
1 think it an argument of great
lightnefs. in a  clergyman to en.
deavour, as far as he can, to adopt
the lay-habit. He fhews he has
embraced his own profeflicn only
for reafons of convenience; and in
his heart diflikes its reftraints, I
fhould with to have every clergy-
man, efpecially when in full orders,

obliged
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obliged to appear always in.a . fhort
caffock, under his coat. HC caould
not then fo eafily adopt improprie-
ties in his drefs; and might be more
upon his guard alfo againft impro-
prieties in his behaviour. His cle-
rical habit would be a continual
call upon him for decorum at leaft;
as he durft not, in thac garb, do
many things, which, drefled like &
layman, -he might be tempted to do’
Befides, it might tend to keep fuch
young men- out of- the church, as,
when in it, are a difgrace both to it,
and to themfelves. Cloathing was
originally intended for the fake of de-
cency, and warmth.. In civilized fo%
cieties, it became afterwards of ufs to

M 4 dif-
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diftinguifh ranks = and if in this in-
ftance the diftinction were a little
more enforced; it would, ¥ am per-

fuaded, have a good effe&t.

. I hope,, Sir, faid I, that my ward-
sobe; if it were all produced before
you,wouldgive you no offence. No-
thing would be found there, but what
is ftri€tly clerical. Indeed I myfelf
have been often highly offended at
the improper drefs of many of my-
younger brethren. I wonder not,.

therefore, at your being offended.

So far then, anfwered the Dean, L
mhay prefume upon you, as a hopeful
difciple; and that, as you.are cleri-

» cal
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cal in your drefs, you will be clerical
alfo in your amufements.—Now as
exercife, on which health fo much de-
pends, is one great end of amufe-
ment, and as the clerical life may in
general be called a fedentary one, he
who provides amufements for a
elergyman, fhould have an efpecial
view to exercife. But though I
forbade the clergyman to gallop af-
tet hounds, I have no. objettion to
his fmounting his horfe, and riding
a dozen miles, in a2 morning, for ex~

ercife,

But without fome end in view, E
obferved, few people were fond of a.
folitary ride.. Rttt
B Solitary
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- Solitaryride! exclaimed the Dean.
Have you forgotten the philofopher’s:
noble adage, Nunquam minus folus,
quam  cum- folus 2 1 fhould allow a.
man brought up in bufinefs to vrge
fuch a pretence: but in-a {cholar k
canmot admit it. The very-trot of &
hotfe is. friendly to thought. - Ir
beats time, as it were, to a mind en-
gaged in deep fpeculation.. An old
acquaintance of mine ufed to find its
effect fo ftrong, that he valued his
korfe for being a litle given to
frumbling. I know not how far, he
would fay, I might carry my con-
templation, and' totally- forget” my-
felf; if my honeft beaft did not, now
and then, by a falfe ftep, jog me out

of
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of my reverie; and let me know,.
that I had not yet gotten above a

mile or two. out.of my, road *.

But every fcholar, faid.],. Sir, has
not the art of keeping his thoughts
fo colle&ed. The trotting of a
hoxfe, even without fltumbling, may
be enough to diffipate his. beft medi-

tations..

If he cannot think in one way, ana
fwered the Dean, let him think in:
another.  If he cannot lay premifes

®
and

* This flory was afterwards told of Dr.
Young—aot the author of the Nighta
thoughts; but another clergyman of that
rame, remarkable for fimplicity of charaéter,
and abfence of mind.
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and conclufions together, and make
a fermon; let him confider fome-
letter he has to write—or fome con:
ference with a neighbour to manage.
He muft be a very thoughtlefs fel-
low, if he have not fome ufeful topic
to engage his thoughts. Or perhaps
he may have fome friend to ¢all
@pon. At worft, he niay anufe
himfelf with looking at the country
around him. It is a pleafure to fee
how differently the corn, or the grafs
grows in different parithes; and to
mark its progrefs in different foils,
and different expofures. Every fea:
fon furnithes fome new, and agree-
able fcene. He fees the woods af*
fume one appearance in the fpring—
4t another-
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another in fummer—a- third in au-
tumn—and a fourth in winter. And
as nature is never at a ftand, he fees
a continual variation in her fcenes.
So that, if he have no refources in
-himfelf, he may ftill find them in the
beauties of nature. 3

But perhaps, I objected, he is not
fond of riding; or he may not be

able to keep a horfe.

Let him walk then, faid the Dean.

1 fhould recommend walking to him,
as every way a preferable - exercife.
Over the horfeman he will enjoy
many adyvantages. He is inftantdy
cquipped. e has only to take his
hat,
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hat, and f’tick, and call his dog. Be-
fides, he need not keep the highway,
like the horfeman. He goes over
the “ftile —he gets into the devious
path—he wanders by the fide of the
river, or through the mead—and if
-thefe fequeftered fcenes do not make
him think, I know not what can.—
Befides, he may-ufe as much exercife
- 1n half the time, which is of confe-
-quence to a fcholar—and I fhould
{fuppofe as whalefome exercife.—But
above all things, I Thould wilh him to
get a habit of thinking methodically
as he'walks. It will foon become as
caf"v to think in'the fields, as at his
defk: and he will enjoy at once thé
double advanrage of ftudy and exer-
-cife.
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icife. © Here again, he has an advan-
tage over the horfeman. He 'ha$:
‘his hands at liberty to manage his
memorandum-book, and his black- i
{ead pencil ; which with the incum-
‘brances of a whip, and a bridle, 'is
more difficult. To think methodi<
cally on borfeback is the work rather
of a"ftrong head, which can purfue
an argument—digeft it in the mind
—and remember the feveral parts
and dependences of it. Ox fuof, the
memorandum-book eafes the head
of all this trouble, by fixing the ar-
.gument, as it proceeds. For myfelf,
the exercife of walking with a me-
morandum-book in my hand, hath
«ever been among the firft pleafures
of
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of my life. . When I was a young
man, and coyld go among my poor
neighbours, I had three employments
at the fame time: vifiting my parifh
-=tudying --and ufing exercife. !.1.
‘have made in thefe-excurfions many.
-a fermon. * The greateft part of thls
‘book * was firft rudely compofed in
:the fields, and when I came home, I
-always digefted what had.occurrediin
my walk—confulted my autharities,
and wrote all fair over. - And even
fince I grew.old, when it pleafes God
to.allow me the ufe of my feet, I
ill continue the fame exercife: only
inftead .bf bejng abile, as I was then,.

TR

* The Origines Sacrre; which the Deas
thad juft been correéting.
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zotake a fatiguing excurfion, with=
out paying much attention to roads-
or weather, I am obliged now
to fhorten my walk—to reft a litte,
and divide it into portions—to creep
along eafy paths—in garden-walks,

or under fheltering hedges.

Much do 1 with, faid I, Sir, that
you could continue with more eafe
your ufeful walks, in which the world
hath fo much partaken, and will long
partake.—For myfelf, I fhall cer-
rai;ﬂy endeavour to imitate an ex-
ample, which I am convinced is fo
profitable. I will immediately get
a- memorandum-book ; and-hope in
timeto find more pleafure in bringing

N . home
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home the head of a fermon, than I
have often done in bringing home a-
pheafant, or a partridge.—But ftill,
Sir, there ar¢ many pious, and good
clergymen, who may be great blef-
fings to their parifhes, and yet were
never able to compofe a férmon
themfelves; and cannot p,e:}haps, by
any- means, induce a habit of think-

ing methodically —Whatare they to
do?

- Why they muft endeavour, faid the
Dean, as I advifed the horfeman. in
the fame circumitances, to find em-
ployment for their thoughts, as they
arc able, Ifthey are vifiting a poor
neighbour in ficknefs, or diftrefs;

* thfy
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they may think what to fay on the
occafion. ' The duties of his parith
will always be a call to exercife, and
engage a worthy clergyman to be
frequently abroad, efpecially if his
parifh “be extenfive.—He may alfo
take a book, and read at intervals,
which will always furnith employ-
ment - for his thoughts.—I have
heard Sir Roger fpeak of the mode
of exercife ufed by his late fricngi
Dr. Bret. Hewould generally, during
two hours every day, fally out into
the fields, with his fpud in his hand;
and cut up all the weeds he could
meet with. A field of thiftles was
to him a fporting country: and he
ufed to fay, good man! when he

N 2 was
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was inclined to boaft a little of his
benevolent exercife, that he believed,
he did not fave his parifhioners lefs
than a dozen pounds every year in
weeding.—But if walking, after all,
'cxcept when foine end, or parifh-
duty is in view, cannot be made plea-
fant to a clergyman, let him feek
other exercife. Does he love a
é’ardcn? There cannot be a more
clerical amufement, than the culti-
vation of it, The flower-garden—
the fruit-garden—or the kitchen-
garden may all afford him great
amufement, and are perfe@ly con’-
fiftent with his charater. 1 fhould
think it no difcredit to a clergy-
man to have his vines, and his fruit-

trees
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trees better trained by his own hands,
than thofe of any profefled gardener
in the country: and even his peafe,
and beans, and cabbages, to be in 2
more - flourithing condition — the
’ércat philofopher Defcartes, I have
heard, was oneof the greateft forifts of
his time. He afforted the ftars in the

morning, and his flowers in the after-

noon. But if the clergyman wifh
for {till ftronger exercife, than the
nicer parts of gardening afford, let
him roll his walks, or dig his ground
ufgue ad fudorem. This will be of
greatufe to him; for befides the ad-
vantage of it, it will enable him to
take as much exercife in a couple of
hours, as will ferve him for the

: N 3 & U day.

eyt
9T
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day.~It is a wife provifion in the
ftatutes of fome monaftic houfes, to
oblige their mémbers to employ
themfelves in manual labour during
fo many hours in the four-and-
twenry.  Nothing can  contribute
more to give them {pirits, and rid
them of the fpicen. I have heard,
that the founder of the famous con-
venr of La Trappe, in prefcribing:
this kind of difcipline, ufed to fay,
that as labour was originally laid
on. man, as a punithment for fin, we
may be affured, it is ene of the . beft.
means of keeping him out of it.

I admire his wifdom, faid I, in
making the rules of his convent an.

antidote
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antidote to the natural indolence of a'
dloifter.  And I think our church, in-
giving the clergyman a glebe, hatl:
had fomething of this kind in-its eye.
I fuppoft you have no cbjeétion ‘to-
his ‘making the culture of it his,

amufement?

None, replied the Dean, if the fell-
ing of his corn, and hh'y,.do nat lead:
him to bargain among low people at-
markets. I have no objeion to'any
innocent rural employment.  For
myfelf, when 1 lived in the countty,
1 had great pleafure in all thefethings..
I ufed often to fee my horfes, and:
cows foddered; would vifit them in.

their pa.ﬁurec and fed my poultry.
N 4 myfelf..
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myfelf. . But there are few:circum-:
flances; in which I fhould 'advife .al
clergyman- to-gather his own tithes
Itis an odious bufinefs, ~» o~ e

1 afked the Dean, if he had any
objetion to Zetary, as an inducement

to draw us abroad?

Not the leaft, faid he, if it 2¢ an
inducement—to me it would be
none: though it is certainly very
innocent; and, if 1 fhould judge
from the numbers who ftudy it, very
interefting alfo. To examine the
beauty and conftruction of plants—
their infinite variety—and their feve=
ral ufes, 1 can eafily conceive, mighé

' furnith
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furnith much .rational amufement.
Butmerely to give them hard names;
when they already have cafy onesy
and to clefs them botanically, which
is in fat to clafs them fo, that
nobody, but a botanit can find
them out, appears to me fomething;
like writing an Englith grammar
in Hebrew. You explain a thing
by making it unintelligible.—I mutft
fpeak however with caution on a
fubjeét, of which I know fo little*.
I then afked the Dean, what he

thought

* Thiscenfure of botany feems to refpect
Mr. Ray, who was contemporary with Dr.
Stillingfleet, and the only botanift of note, I
believe, at that time.
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thought of bowls, tennis, and cricket;,

as clerical amufements ®

With regard to bowls, faid he, I
am a party concerned, and therefore
mproperly called upon either as an-
advocate, or am evidence. T always
liked'a-game at bowls, and thought it
good exercife in a fummer-evening..
It is juft exercife enough to give the
body a gentle breathing, without be-
ing too violent. With regard to.
tennts, and cricket, I muft be filent:
for another reafon.. I know nothing
of either of them. To none of thefe
exercifes however I have any objec-
tion, if the party, which joins. you

in.

v
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in them, be well chofen. It is this,
which makes them innocent, or fe-

ducing *.

I think, faid I, Sir, we have now
exhaufted all fuch amufements, as.go-
under the name of exercife; and I’
eannot but ackaowledge, you have:
been more liberal on this fubje;, than:
1 expeéted. If you will be as indul-:
gent to us in our domeftic amufements,,
we fhall have no reafon to com--
plain, What gratification, Sir, on:

this.

* The Dean did not perhaps know, that
there are few. tennis-courss, which are not
places of public refort. Every amufements
fo ciscumftanced, hie would certainly have in-
terdiCted.
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this head, are you difpofed to allow

us?

All that is neceffary, replied the
Dean. For my ewn Rarf, I know
not what mental amulement, me;) qvf
feience and information want, after a
ftudious day, except t}.;atpf converf
ing with each qtheg. No;;hingvgives‘
the mind a more pleaﬁng relaxation.
You need not talk much yourfelf' if
you are .ndlfpofcd and hﬂenmn' to
good fcnf'e, is no fatwue.——N or. docs
any thmg excxtc genius fo much as
this colhﬁon among learned mcn.
We are cqually p]cafcd thh fcclmﬁ
our own fcn'lments corrc&ed (as it

isdoncina manner by ourfclvcs) and

2182037 G 13§19VS JnUCIIR OF 3
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with * correting the  fentiments “of
others. Thefe meetings among
learned men, may be called the Fair
of learning. They pﬁrcfxafé‘éommd-
dities of each other. One man ex-
changes his wit for another’s know=-
ledge ; and each probably gains what
he wants, at the expence of fome-
thing in which he abounds. — From
this kind of communication too we
get a variety of hints, which we may
afterwards turn to ufe; and that with-
out the fatigue of thinking; as other
people think for us. I knew anin-
genious man, who read little himfelf,
but kept much good company ; and
had the art of picking up, 2nd turn-
ing to account, every thing he heard.

By
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By expanding thefe hiats;and throw-
ing beautiful lights, and images upon
them, with the help of a good ima-
gination, he would write a fermon,
or an effay, which might be called
entirely his own; though his friends,
';vho lived much in the fame com-
pany with him, could now and then
difcover the clue of his leading
ideas.—I thould not however advife
any young man to feek his know-
ledge in this vague way. It isa
hundred to one, he is not qualified
for it. Befides, it is an indolent
way, when you reft folely upon it.
In your books you will always meet
with inftru&tion,

if
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If the pleafure, faid I, Sir, arifing -
from the company of learned men
-could be enjoyed in its full purity, it
‘would indeed be a relaxation beyond
all others. Where tempers are weil
harmonized, I can conceive nothing
more delightful. But as in chemical
mixcures one fingle heterogeneous
ingredient often putd the whole mafs
into a ferment; fo in thefe learned
focicties, one man, who. taiks incef-
fantly, or difputes cagerly, deftroys all
the pleafure of .the meeting ; and
makes us think our time might have
‘been employed more happily on our
-own folitary micditations. Fermyfelf,
indeed I have feldom mixed.free]);
‘with any one fet of people, among

whom
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whom fome or other has not been
of this troublefome defcription. At
college I remember feveral fuch in-
truders on the {ocial pleafures of an

evening.

Itis very true, anfwered the Dean,
noify talking, and eager difputing, are
two great evils in converfation ; and
are often found, more or lefs, in the
meetings even of learned and inge-
nious men.  And it is a miferable
thing, when a man’s felf is the only
perfon pleafed with hearing his own
converfation. Nay, I will .go far-
ther, and allow that this is not the
only evil which infefts thefe focie-
ties. There are other Lhinés which

often
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soften render them difagreeable. A
friend of mine told me lately, that
:n 2 capital town in England he was
amember of a veryreputable fociety,
confifting of feveral men of tafte and
fcience, He was delighted wich their
converfation, .and thought .his time
yery profirably {pent. He foon, how-
.ever, found, that one or .two of the
embers of this fociety had a deifti-
«cal turn,  This might have been en-
dured, if they would have kept their
{entiments to. themfelves, -and dif-
cufied enly pointsof literature. But
Qhey were, forward, on a}l)ogcaﬁo_ns,
to move queftions on religious fub-
Jeétss and would difcufs them with
Hsoneofalsalisgnss oM ficad

e
NI o therefor
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‘therefore feeing no remedy, left his

‘company, and conforted no more

with a fociety, where he could not

receive pleafure without a great

mixture of pain. And indeed 1

muft allow with you, there are fo

many things, which make thefe ge-

neral meetings of literati difagree-

-able, that I know not whether, as .
far as mere relaxation is concerned,

-one has not a better chance for it in

the mixed company. of well-bred
people of both fexes. I thould at

leaft with for no more than three or

four, in.a fociety of felet friends, to

make it agreeable,

But, faid 1, Sir, there are many of

us
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“us poor curates, who have few oppor-
‘tuniti¢s of getting into company of
any kind ; who live in lonely places ;
and fee few, befides the peafants of
-our own parithes: What refources

‘have you for us?

Why, in the firlt place, anfwered
the Dfan, the peafants of your parifh
-are, in many refpets, the propereft
company you can keep. You will
“not mingle with their pleafures and
diverfions. But the good paftor
will often find leifure to enter their
houfes and cottages, and fee and
hear what they are about: and in
this duty he will find his amufement.
<On this head, however; I need not

o2 inftruét
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inftruét you.—Befides, added he, we
are rather going from the queftion.
We are not confidering amufement
:as united wizh duty ; but as a relax-
.ation from it.—Are you mufical? 1
know no amufement fo adapted to
the clerical life as mufic. And in-
‘deed  not only as an amufement;
.but as a mean often, as Saul ufed
-it, to drive away the evil fpirit.
Sedentary men are fubje& to
nervous complaints; and I have
known many a man, who couid, at
any time, fiddle away a fit of the
_pleen.

I.am myfelf, faid I, mufical
enough, to have fometimes felt the

i 5 relief
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“relief you mention, though I can, on
no - inftrument, charm any ears but

niy own.

And what other ears, replied the
Dean, do you with to charm? To
tell you the truth, I fhould think
excellence rather a difadvantage. ' 'I
have known feveral clergymen, who
were mafters of mufick, get into dif~
agreeable conne&ions by being call-
ed on frequently to.affilt in concerts
with people, whom it would have
been more prudent to avoid.—We
are willing indeed to fuppofe; that
mufick makesa part of our heavenly
enjoyments : but on earth, I am per-
fuaded, it is fometimes found among

03 very
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very upharmonized fouls. 1t may
drive away a fit of the fpleen, or
moderate fome momentary paflion;:
but I fear it has not often much.
e¢ffe® in meliorating the heart by
fubduing inordinate affeCtions.—If;.
therefore, continued the Dean, you
can fiddle fo as to amufe yourfelf, L
thould defire no more.

I hope then, faid I, Sir, my ac-
quirements in this art will not dif-
pleafe you; for they are very far
from the paint of execllence.~—But
I am chiefly folicitous to have your
opinion on a ftill more favourite
amufement, which is a’raz'ving. It

has



AMUSEMENTS OF CLERGYMEN. 109

has given agreeable ernployment t&
many a folitary hour in my life, and
I fthould be forry to be debarred the

exercife of it.

I have nointention, faid the Dean,
to dgbar you from it. But 1 muft
give you cne piece of advice. A$
you afe fond both of mufick and
drawing, I fhould not wifth you to
pradtife both. One of thefe domeftic
amafements; 1 fhould think, might
find fufficient employment for yout
leifure.— This piece of advice is
from myfelf.  But I am not unqua-
lified to give you other inftruttion.
I have no knowledge of the art my=
feXf, but I remember hearifig an ex=

04 cellent
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cellent judge give inftruttion to 4!
young tﬁah, who had a. profeflion, as
you have, and withed to follow draw=
ing only as an amufement. - In the
firft place, I remember, he advifed
his young friend againft colouring,
which all dabblers are fend of. G g
underftand the harmony of colours;
he faid, required great experience;
and withoutit, colouring was daubing.
He advifed him alfo, I recolle&,
againftattempting hitory, or portrait,
or animal life, or any other branch,
in which accurate delineation was re-
quired. Landfcape he recommended
as the eafieft, and moft pleafing
branch, which might have the farther
advantage of decoying him into the

y foreft,
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foreft, ot the field, to examine, o

€0py nature. -

I gave the Dean my beft thanks
for his advice. O the utility of that.
part, which came from himfelf, T was
already convinced by experience :
and had determined to drop one of
my amufements, as I found I could
not, without too great an expence of
time, follow both.  With regard to
the other part of his advice, 1 la-
mented, that it had never been given
me before. I owned I was a dab-
bler, and had daubed over many a
theet of paper. Butif I continue,
faid I, to practife drawing, 1 fhall en-
tirely lay afide my colours; and prac-

tife
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tife my att, foch as it is, in a way,
that may give me more fatisfaction:
though perhaps, Sir, I fhall pleafe
you better, by not aiming at any ex-
cellence at all,

If you allude, replied the Dean,
to ‘what I faid about mufick, you
miftake my meaning. My great
objection to your obtaining excel-
lence in mufick, is, left it fhould
miflead you into improper company.
Its fifter art is of a more folitary na-
ture; and s not liable to that incon-
venience. Except for this reafon,
and the fear of too much expence of
timne, 1 have no objection to your ob-
taining excellence in either art.—But

though
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though you fhould not be able to
pleafe yourfelf with your own profi- ‘
ciency in drawing; yet, if you have
a tafte for the art, you may be greacly
amufed with the works of others. - A
clergyman near me, who is now dead,
had a fmall colle&ion of prints and
drawings; and when he was fatigued
with ftudy (as he was a very ftudious
man) could, at any time, amufe

himfelf with a few of his prints.

But all this, faid I, Sir, requires.
tafte; and if a clergyman have no
tafte for thefe amufements, I hope
you have no objection to indulge him
in fome amufement, which dees not
require it—in a game at chefs, for

2 inftance,
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_inftance, with a neighbouring vi-
car; or at back-gammon with the

fquire ¥ J

In my opinion, faid the Dean, chefs
is fo far from being a relaxation, as
all amufements thould be, that if you
are fairly matched, itis a fevere ftudy.
Itisa game, in which a great variety
of different movements create double
the variety of different circumf¥ances}
on each of which circumftances, fo
numerous a train of confequences
a;gain depend, that to provide for all
the contingences that arife from your
own moves, and may arife from the
probable moves of your antagonift,
requires a mind intenfely occupied in
: the
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the purfuit before it, and vacant from
every other. In fhort, a {kill in this
game, like mathematical knowledge,
may be continually advancing to per-
fection. When I was Fellow of St.
John’s, I played much at chefs ; .and
being fond of it, I attained, as I
thought, fome degree of excellence ;
till at length, from beating all the
young men at Cambridge who play-
ed with me, I began to think my-
felf the beft chefs-player in England. A
It happened, on a vifit to a friend in
London, that an old German officer
made one of the party. After din-
ner we went to different amufements,
and it was propofed, that he and I
,_(}\ould_ i)lay a game at chefs, as we

were
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“were both known to be chefé-playcrs,
T modeftly threw my glove; but my
<heart beat with a full affurance of
‘triumph. Ifoon, however, perceived,
that my antagonift opened his game
in a manner, to which I had not been
accuftomed. This roufed all 'my
-attention. But while I was defending
myfelf in one quarter (for T quickly
found T had to a& only on the defen-
five) I received a fevere blow on an-
other. And while I was endeavour-
ing to recover my difordered affairs,
the enemy broke in upon me, and
fhanﬁcful[y defeated me, without giv-
ing me an opportunity of difplaying
one inftance of my prowefs. I was

convinced, however, thatall this mif-
chief
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<chief had befallen me from too gréat:
confidence, and an incautious man-
ner of opening my game. I beg-
.ged another trial: but it ended in
the fame difgrace. My émagoniﬁ',
by this time, was fully apprized what
a hero he had to deal with; and ex-
ulting in his fuccefs, defired me to fix
upon any chamber on the board 1
pleafed, and ufe allmy ftrength merely
to defend’ that fingle poft: he en-
gaged to attack no other. Butin
{pite of all my endeaveurs, he gave
me check-mate upon that very fpot.
Nay, he did it repeatedly; for my
fhame was now turned into admira-
tion. I fat down therefore content-
-ed; and endeavoured to confole my-

felf
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felf by forming the difgrace I had
fuffered into a leflon againft pre-
{umption.

1 canndt, in return,.faid I, Sir, tell
you a ftory of my prowefs at chefls ;
wut, if you will give me leave, I will
tell you one of my perfeverance.
I played a game with a gentleman at
my own lodgings, and was. victo-
rious. You have taken me, faid
he, rather inopportunely to-day ; but .
if you will be vacant on Thurfday,
I thall be this-way, and will demand
fatisfaétion. Accordingly on Thur{~
day he came about eleven o’clock;
-and by the time we had played three
games, two of which I had won, his

horfes
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‘horfes ‘came to the door. I can-
not leave the muatter thus, faid he;
'if you can fet any little matter be-
fore me; we will go an.  T'wo games
more were played, when in the midft
of the third, a bit of. roafted mutton
appeared;; and by the time it was
eold, I had defeated him again. 1
was now four or five games before
him. Our intercourfe therefore with
the mutton was fhort; and we went
to work again. 1 was ftill victos
rious, when ‘the horfes returned at
fix. Thisis provoking, faid he, I
cannot leave the matter thus. Can.
I have a bed at the inn? His orders
to his fervant now were, not to bring
the horfes till they were fent for.

P This
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This was a melancholy note to me,
fatigued, as I was already, beyond
meafure. However, as I was under
fome obligations to the gentleman,
and in my own lodgings, I had no
choice, The night ended late, and
the morning began early. Breakfaft
came — the barber came — dinner
came—all was negligently treated,
except the main point. I fighed
inwardly, and hoped this vifitation
would now foon have an end. It
lafted, however, all that day; and I
was ftill two games before my anta-
gonift; though I had played as care-
lefsly as I could, without difcovering.
my indifference. As the evening
drew on, and I expected every mo-

ment
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ment t;) hear a meffage fent for the
horfes, I was thocked with his telling
me we could not part on thefe un-
equal - terms. As the next day was
Saturday, and he muft of neceffity,
he faid, then finith, he would try his
fortune once more. So we con-
tinued nailed to our board, till a late
hour on Friday night; and began
again before breakfeft, on Saturday
morning. Towards the clofe of the
day, our accounts differed in one
game, But I was too complaifant
to difpute the matter; fo the horfes
were fent for, and I was deiivered
from fuch a trial of my patience, as

I never before experienced.

P2 Scarce
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Scarce any mifchief happens to us,
faid the Dean, but we have the com-
-fort of thinking it might have been
worfe: and you were happy that
your friend did not'come to you on
Monday, inftead of Thurfday.—As
it appears, however, from my ftory,
"how much time and pains are necef=
faryto obtain excellence in this-game,
and from your ftory, how fafcinating
a game it is—it is worth while to
confider how far it may ‘be a proper
amufement for a clergyman—and
whether it really anfwers the end of
an amufement by unbending the
mind. If it only fubftitute one fe-
vere ftudy for another, it cannot cer~
tainly take the name of an amufe-

ment,
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ment *, Let every one however
judge for himfelf. I found it too
interefting to be amufing to-me, and
therefore in early life I lefc ic off.—
It is certainly, however, a noble:
gamc. It gives us an idea of war
without its guilt. It gives us a juft
idea too of common life—of the
happy effeéts of prudent, and cautious

fteps

* Cowper, with his ufual defcriptive ta--
leats, admirably portrays the ardour of a:
chefs-player.. ’

—_— ——Who then-

Would walte attention at thie chequer’d board,
His hoft of'wooden warriors to and fro
Marching, and counter-marching, with aneye
As fixed as marble, with a forchead ridg’d
And furrowed into ftorms, and with 2 hand®
Trembling, 2s if eternity were hung i
In balance on his condu& of a pin?

P 3
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fteps on one hand; and of the fatal
mifchief, which often attends even

one falfe ftep on the other.

I know not, faid J, Sir, whether
fuch games, as are made up of /&ill,
and chance together, are not clofer
imitations of life. Our moft prudent
plans are often defeated by events,
which do not depend on ourfelves,
but arife from what we call chance =
while an ill-digefted plan fometimes
fucceeds without any aid from our .
own prudence. Games, therefore,
confifting partly of /i/l, and partly
of chance, feem more to refemble the
courfe of events in human life, than
games of mere fkill, like chefs.

5 Certainly,
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Certainly, replied the Dean, fuch
games afford a jufter picture of the
circumfiances of life: but 1 am fpeak-
ing of'the condust of it. Sometimes,
it is true, we are ruined by unavoid-
able calamity; but more often by
our own mifconduct: and it is this
latter view of life, which chefs fo
juftly refembles.

‘Well, faid I, Sir, as you repudiate
chefs from the litt of your clerical
amufcments,' becaufe of its intricacy,
I hope, you will take back-gam-
mon into favour, becaufe of its

JSimplicity.

Not into my favour truly, an-

fwered the Dean. I know too little
P 4 of
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of it to make it a favourite. I have:
no objection, however, to it, but its
ftupidity. Let thofe play at it, wha
likeit. It feems to me a noify;
rattling game, fit rather to conclude
an evening. after a fox-chafe, than
fuited to the tafte of men.of letters,
and refinement.—But indeed I have
a fort of prejudice againft back-gam-
mon, as it contributed to ruin the
fortunes of an excellent young man;,
with whom, in early life, I was in-
timate at college. He was related
to a rich, old admiral;.and was fup-
pofed to be his intended heir; which.
he probably might have been, had
not this ftupid game intervened.
Back-gammon was the admiral’s
delight.
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delight. He had no refources in:
himfelf. As to books, he hardly
knew the top of a page from the bot-
tom. Back-gammon was level to
his genius. All his powers were cen=-
tered in this game.. Three, or four
hours after dinner; and half that time
after fupper, he never failed:to play;
and all day long, if the weather did
not permit him to go abroad. As
the admiral was not a:very pleafing
man, and befides rather penurious in
his houfe-keeping, his company was
little foughe after; and it fell to
the unhappy lot of my friend to be
his almoft conftant antagonift. Day~
after day—it was weary work. I re-
member well his coming to me, one

evening,
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evening, much out of humour: «[
have been playing with him, faid he,
at this ftupid game, from four this
afternoon, till eight; and he had the
confcience, towards the clofe of this
heavy bufinefs, to look me full in the
face, and cry, Coufin, you play as if
you were tired.”—Tn fhort, my friend
could not bear this miferable trefpafs
upon his time, and began to make
conditions. The admiral was not
ufed to controul, took the huff; blot-
ted him out of his will, and chofe a
puppy for his heir, who was fit for
nothing but to play at back-gam-
mon.

A liberal minded man, faid I, Sir,

is
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is much to be pitied, when his inte-
reft, and his fentiments are thus at
variance. Young as I am in life, I
have f{een feveral inftances of it;
but I have feldom known, as on this
occafion, fentiment prevail.—Upon
the wholc\ however, Sir, I think you
are too harfh in your cenfure of
back-gammon. It is not furely a
game of deep contrivance; yet I
think ic poffefies variety enough to
be amufing even to an enlightened
mind, which withes, during a fhort
interval, to fufpend its faculties, and
enjoy the refrelhment of a little
privation of fentiment. What has
hurt this poor, harmlefs game, I
believe, more than any thing elfe,

i,
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is, its conneCion with thofe wicked'
little cubes, called dice, which are
employed in fo many villainous
purpofes, that-every communication:
with them. is fufpie¢ted.  One of our
good bithops, T have heard, is fond
ofa game at back-gammon, when he
can get fnug to it with his chaplain.
But he ftands much in awe of his own:
. fervants, left in pafling to and fro,
they fhould hear their mafter rattling
dice. . So he plays always on a table,
lined with green baize, and throws

his dice from lined boxes*.
If.

* This ftory is told of Bifhop Gibfon of
Loadou; but as he lived after Dr. Stilling-
fleet’s time, Ifuppofe the fame device has
been practifed by oiher bithops.
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If it had been my cafe, faid the
Dean, I fhould have played openly
—Thefe concealments never are
concealed. They only fhew, that
we have not refolution to forbear
doing, what, on fome account, we
do not think perfeétly right. For
mmyfelf, I fee no reafon why the bi-
fhop may not indulge himfelf in a
game at back-gammon, withou:
feruple, if he like it. As for the ill-
repute it lies under, on the account
of its conne&tion with dice, I fee no
more reafon for it, than that knives
and forks fhould be objeéted to, be-
«caufe they may become the inftru-
ments of gluttony. It is another
conneétion, which occafions the mif-

chief.
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chief. If thefe Jittle wicked cubes, as
you call them, were not connected
with certain little wicked circles call-
ed money, théy would be perfectly
harmlefs. Thefe little circles are, in
fa&, the wicked companions which
debauch the cubes; and are indeed
fuch mifchievous companions as
feldom fail to turn all amufements
into vice. In my Utopia therefore
money fhall in no degree be conne&-
edwith amufement. Its proper place
is the market, and there only it has -

concern,

Gaming, faid I, Sir, no doubt, is a
very ftrange perverfion of amufe-
ment: but is there any objeétion to

a trifling
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a trifling ftake, which is never felt,
whether we win or lofe, and is in
fack no objesz ?

‘Whatend then, faid the Dean, does
it anfwer ?

Merely, I replied, to keep the at-

tention a little awake.

You muft allow then, anfwered
the Dean, that as far as it does keep
the attention awake, fo far it is an 0b-
Jjef2. 'The amufement jtfelf; i; feems,
cannot keep the attention amake ; but
wants a ﬁimulativé, the love of mo-
ney, which makes you play with
that care and caﬁtion, which the

i anmufement



,
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amufement itfelf could not do. And
is this any thing elfe, mry good friend
(twift and analyfe it as you pleafe)
but the fpirit of avarice? One man’s
attention cannot be kept awake, as you
phrafe it, without playing for a fhil-
ling. Another man muft keep his
attention awake with a pound. A
third muft be enlivened by a ftake of
ten times as much; and fo on, till
the attention of fome people muft
be kep? awake by ftaking a patrimo-
ny. You fee then plainly, that if
the ftake be fo trifling, as to be no.
6bfedt, it can Be no z'mentz:w 5 and if
it be an obje&, it can only be fo, by
your attachment to a fum of mo-
ney ; and what will you call that

attachment,
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attachment, unle’s you refolve it,
with me, into the fpirit of ava-
rice ?

But though in theory, faid 1, Sir,
you may be able to lead it up to this
fource, it feems, in fac, to be fo tri-
fling, as not to come within any

moral calculation.

I know the mathematician, re-
‘:plied the Dean, divides matter with
Afuch nicety, as to bring it to an in-
vifible point. ButI do not like to
fee morals fo treated. Is the excefs

rong? If it be, the.approach can-
not be .right. If your mind be at
_all infelted with the fpirit of avarice,

: Q : and
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and the defire of profiting by your
neighbour’s lofs, it is fo far an
approach. There are different de-
grees of vice, no doubt; but we are
cautioned againft breaking one of
the leaft commandments, as well as
the greateft. The good Chriftian en-
deavours to preferve his mind from
the fmalleft taint; 'and the Chriftian
minifter thinks himfelf particularly
bound to abftain from every appear-
ance of evil.—1h fine, I will not cavil
with you, whether playing for money
-arifes from avarice; but certainly the
amufement ceafes, when it cannot itfelf
produce its end; and what dees pro-
duce the ‘end, becomes the leading
principle, ‘So that the point iffues

‘here:
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‘here: if you choofe fuch feeble
amufements, as are really no amufe-
ments, without the aid of vicious fti-
mulatives—it becomes you to lay
them afide; and feek for fuch amufe-

‘ments, as are {imply fuch.

To be candid, I replied, I have
nothing farther, Sir, to oppofe. Vi~
-cious cuftom, I fear, hath modified
all our amufements, as well as: every
thing elfe; and hath driven them
aﬁbm their natural fimplicity; con-
necting things with them, that have
.no relation to them. I camnot but
allow with you; that amufements
thould be fimply fuch; and that if
:they conne( themfelves with money,

Q.2 they
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they fhould affume another name,—
I then put the Dean in mind, that he
had yet furnifhed us with no domeftic
amufement, that came under the name
of exercife. Rainy weather, T ob-
ferved, might continue {o long, as
to make a little motion neceffary
to a fedentary man. Do you object
to billiards? j

‘Why no, faid the Dean, not much.
My own method, when I could not
take exercife abroad, was to throw
two or three doors open,-and walk
“from one chamber to another, with a
book, or fcrap of paper in my hand,
as I ufed to'do in the fields. " But I
do not prefcribe my own example to

others.



AMUSEMENTS OF CLERGYMEN. ?.29

others. As to billiards, thsy are fo
unhappily conneted with gaming,
and bad company, that I have no
great refpeét for the amufement—at
leaft as a clericgl one. However, as
the influence of this game, from its
expenlive apparatus, cannot be fo ex-
tended as cards, I thould not object
to a clergyman’s playing at itin a
private family, and under the ufual
reftriction of playing only with good

company, and for no ftake.

I am obliged to you, faid I, Sir,
for the liberty you have given me of
indulging an zmufement, which is
a favourite one with me; and in

3 which
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which I am fuppofed to have fome
{kill.

Nay then, replied the Dean, I
know not ‘whether I fhall not revoke:
the liberty I have given you. Iam
not fond of a clergyman’s poffefiing
%l in any game,  Skill always im-
plies a confumption of time; and an.
eagernefs after an amufement, which.

I cannot approve.

But you have now, faid I, Sir,
given me fo much good inftrution,.
that, whatever I may have done, I
hope never again either to employ
my time in improving my fkill; or
to uie my fkill in mifpending my

2 time.
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time.—1I then afked the Dean, if he
had ever heard of the game of
thuttlecock? or if he would laugh
at me for mentioning it to him as

good domeftic exercife?

Laugh at you! faid the Dean; 1
know no game, that I value more.
It has all the charaters of the amufe-
ment, we want. It gives us good
exercife—it makes us cheerful—and
has no conne&ion with our pockets:
and if I may whifper another truth in
your ear, it does not require much
J&ill to learn.  'When my legs were
in better order, I have {pent many a3
rainy hal&-hour with Sir Roger; at
fhuttlecock in his hall. The worft

U4 of
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of it is, few parfondge houfes have
a room large enough for it; though .
perhaps the tithe-barn, if it be not
better employed, may furnith*one.—
I could fay more in favour of fhuttle-
cock. - You may play at it alone. It
is alfo an exercife too violent to laft
long. 'We need not fear, as at bil-
liards, to mifpend a morning at it.
—Laugh atyou! fo far from it, that
I refpeét the man, who invented

thuttlecock.

I afked the Dean next, if he had
any objection to fome little handi-
craft bufinefs, as domeftic exercife for a
clergyman? And I particularifed’
that of a carpenter, or a turner; both

which,
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which, I faid,.Were very well fitted to

put the blood in motion.

Avye, aye, replied the Dean, I like
them both. I have known very
worthy clergymen good carpenters,
and turners. I knew one, who had a
thop in his houfe, and made his own
tables and chairs. They were fub-
ftantial,and not ill-made; and though
he did not think them neat enough for
his parlour, they did very well for his
chambers, and ftudy. 1 knew ano-
ther clergyman, added the Dean, and

“an exemplary man he was, who was
an excellentturner. He ufed to work
in box, ebony, and ivory; and made
a number of little, pretty conve-

niences
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niences both for himfelf, and his
friends. Inthe coldeft weather, I
have heard him fay, he could put his
whole frame in a glow by working
his lathe.—Did not you fee in the
prints, that Monf. Pafcal, who died
the other day, had retired, a few
years ago, to the learned feminary of
Port-Royal, where he, and other
eminent men made it a rule to
intermix their ftudies with manual

labour* ?

I told

* The Socicty of Post-Royal (fo called
from a place near Paris, where they affo-
ciated) confifted of fome of the moft religious
men, the greateft wits, and beft fcholars,

, that France ever produced; they lived toge-
ther in a happy intercourfe, without any
monaftic rule; and under no reftraint, but

what
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I told theDean I had feen it; and
that I rather wondered at the choice,
which Pafcal had made of his own
employment, which was that of

making wooden fhoes.

Aye, go'od' man, faid the Dean, he
made them for the poor peafants in
his neighbourhood ; and I fhould be
glad to give more than double their
value for a pair of them: to keep for
liis fake.

I then:

what religion, and good fenfe prefcribed.. .
"Theirchief employment wasto form the minds,.
and ftudies of ingenious young men; and by
their works to improve their country, both
religion, and fcience. In fhort, they were a-
fet of philofophers direély oppolfite to thofe,
from whom the French nation hath lately
taken inftruction,
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I then mentioned book -binding to
the Dean, as a clerical art.

‘Why, yes, faid. he, I think it is:
but we thould have introduced it ear-
lier in our converfation, under the
head of domeftic amufement; it will
hardly come under that of domeftic
exercife.—Well, have you any thing
more to offer? You fee, I am dif-
i)ofed to allow my brethren every
mode of amufement, and exercife,
Ehat is confiftent wich innocenéé, and
propriety of manners; and I hope
the range which may be taken within
thefe bounds, will be thought fully
fufficient. If I have omitted any

thing;
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thing; or if you have any thing far-

ther to propofe, let me know.

1 recolle&t nothing, faid I, Sir, at
prefent; and have only left to exprefs
my grateful obligations t¢ you for
what is paft. If any thing farther
'ﬂmuld occur, 1 fhall take the liberty,
on fome future occafion, to propofe
it. In the mean time, I am per-
feétly fatisfied myfelf with the in-
dulgence you have given me ;
and fhould think any of my bre-
thren unreafonable, who fhould de-

fire more. L

END OF THE DIALOGUES.
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THIS is the fubfiance of what paffed
derween the Dean of Paul's, and me, on
the [ubjeft of clerical amufements.
As our converfation lafied three even-

; ing:, I bad the more leifure to commit
it to writing.  The force of many of the
Dean’s expreffions, 1 fear, is injured in
an account, which depended fo much on
memory: but I dare take upon me
to fay, the [entiments are invariably
bis.

As this converfation gave anew turn
to all my own amufements, it enabled
me alfo to be of Jome fervice in giving
occafianal advice to feveral of my younger
brethren: and if my executors fhould
Jind thefe papers, and think them worth
communicating to the public, I fbould

) bope

4
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Dope they might be of ufe alfa to others.
Such clergymen, indeed, as bave formed
Jettled babits, efpecially of card-playing,
will not eafily, I fear, give them up;
but will probably defend them againft
the gocd Dean’s arguments, as they are
able. But among the young confcientions
clergy, I hope, there may be many, who
may find_fomething in what bath been
faid that deferves iheir attention. To
them particularly I recommend the good
Dear’s advice,

¥0S. FRAMFTON.

THE END.
























